
COPYRIGHT: 

Coral F Hurn (2015).  All rights reserved. 

This script may be used without royalty payment, provided

no charge is made for admission to the performance. 

If you are charging admission, please make a donation to 

the website from which you obtained the script. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: 

Many thanks to my brother Colin for his suggestion and encouragement of this play.

CAST
	Jesus:

Ten Lepers

Benjamin Zephon: 

Joshua Beriah:

Reuben Hepher:

Saul Asher:

Gideon Onan:

Amos Ashbel:

Levi Hamul:

Daniel Jachin:

Nathan Jahzeel:

Isaac Helek:

Four Women
Naomi:

Jemima:

Miriam:

Ruth:
	30yrs
Calm, with quiet authority.  Sense of humour.  Teases the young women.

Approx Age

The leader
Married with 4 children.  Has large orchards.

40yrs
Leprosy on his forehead.  Speaks and stands like a soldier.

Optimist.
Married with 2 daughters.  Owns vineyards.

40yrs
Religious.  Enjoys reading the psalms. 


Friend of Benjamin. 


Leprosy on his hand.

Pessimist.
Married with 4 children.  Sheep and goat farmer.

40yrs
Religious. 


Friend of Benjamin.


Leprosy on his forehead.

Musical.
Unmarried.  Potter. Plays the flute.

22yrs
Friend of Benjamin.  Attracted to Ruth.


Leprosy on his foot, uses crutches.

Musical.
Unmarried.  Carpenter.  Plays the lyre.  

22yrs
Friend of Benjamin.  Attracted to Jemima.


Leprosy on his leg.

Doubter.
Unmarried, lives with 2 sisters and mother.

30yrs
Successful merchant businessman. 


Leprosy on his foot, uses crutches.

Critical.
Married with no children.

25yrs
Struggling fruit and vegetable shopkeeper.


Blames the Romans for everything unpleasant. 


Leprosy in his eye.

Cheerful.
Unmarried.  Roughly spoken.

25yrs
Manual worker. 


Leprosy on his leg.

Assertive.
A Samaritan.  Unmarried.  Roughly spoken.

25yrs
Gardener. 


Leprosy on his ear.

Depressed.
Unmarried, but was betrothed.  Shepherd.  

20yrs
Calls Benjamin, Commander. Convinced that they are all doomed.  


Leprosy on his nose.

Serious.
Benjamin’s married sister.  

42yrs 
Husband escorts her to the lay-by, but is not seen.

Dramatic.
Benjamin’s niece and Naomi’s teenage daughter.  Attracted to Gideon.

18yrs
Demonstrative.  Gesticulates a lot.

Serious.
Benjamin’s married cousin.  

40yrs
Her husband, Joel, escorts her to the lay-by but is not seen.

Excitable.
Benjamin’s single cousin, Miriam’s teenage daughter.  Attracted to Saul.

18yrs
Enthusiastic, uses exaggerated facial expressions. 



SUGGESTED PROPS

*
Set in biblical times at a roadside lay-by.  The lay-by has some very large stones at the edge where food and wine is placed by women from the village.

*
Backdrop of a countryside view with distant houses.  On stage two palm trees (desirable but not essential). Could be made from plywood and thick cardboard and be collapsible.

*
A couple of very large stones: sturdy coffee tables could be used covered with painted thick cardboard.  Also large foot-stools covered with thick paper and painted to look like stones.

*
Actors clothes and sandals plus a blanket for each man. 

*
Bandages.

*
Two pairs of crutches: One pair for Amos and another pair for Saul.

*
Ten small hand bells.

*
Each leper needs a rolled-up thick blanket, plus a cloth bag/satchel to carry things.

*
Joshua needs his bag or satchel to be extra large for carrying scrolls from which he reads the psalms.

*
Scrolls containing two psalms for Joshua: Psalm 42: vv 1-5 and Psalm 148.

*
Several blank scrolls.  Sugar paper could be used, and A3 size should be obtainable from art shops.  It is very thick with rough edges.  The readings could be typed on normal A4 paper and pasted on to the sugar paper.  Rolled up and tied with ribbon.

*
Gideon has a lyre.

*
Saul has a flute. 

*
Four large baskets for carrying food and bottles of wine.

*
Ten wine bottles.

*
Ten water bottles.

*
Several cotton cloths for wrapping up food such as bread, cheese, cakes and fruit (one brightly coloured for Jesus to use).

*
Sound effects: Music for the flute and lyre.


Act 2 – birds singing (Dawn Chorus)..  

*
Twigs and ivy to make a ball.

*
Ten certificates from the priest.
Explanations For The Play’s Structure And Content

1.
One of my greatest difficulties has been avoiding the characters being rather bland/nondescript and just saying their lines.  To counteract this I’ve tried to give each a definite personality – I think I’ve succeeded with most of them.  It would be up to actors continuing in the style and manner I initially suggest for each character, without me giving detailed instructions throughout the play.


Contrast is shown among the lepers by having two different groups: pessimists v optimists.

2.
Momentum is built up in the following way:


Act One - two women describe to the lepers some of the miracles performed by Jesus, but no healings, those come later.  Also, his role as a teacher.


Act Two – another two women describe to the lepers some healings done by Jesus and him raising the dead.  Also, the belief that Jesus is the Messiah.


Moods are shown to gradually change from doubts and despair in Act One to hope and anticipation in Act Two.

3.
Dialogue within groupings.  I’ve noticed in the TV series ‘Dad’s Army’ that although there are about fifteen men in the Homeguard Unit, (Captain Mainwaring’s “essential, frontline defence force for the country”), it’s only about six men who do most of the talking, while others join in occasionally, while some not at all.  


I guess this makes it easier for the actors to remember their lines, but also easier for the audience to follow the story, rather than everyone having an equal contribution.  


With this in mind, I’ve tried where appropriate, to have only a few people discussing or arguing, while the others play a subsidiary role: until it’s the turn of another one or two to join in, and then one or two in the first group fade into the background.

4.
Movement.  We are no longer in a listening age (Radio era) but in a visual one (TV).  By its very nature there is not much scope for movement within the play.  Although all the men are not always speaking, I want to avoid them appearing as cardboard cut-outs on the stage.  And have therefore tried to include some movement by the following means:


The men arrive in twos and threes on stage rather than all at once.  A new SCENE is shown in the script each time characters enter of leave the stage.  


Two of the men, who are friends, prance around when showing off to the women.  This may seem odd for people so upset at having leprosy, but thinking about some men in battle having their legs amputated, they will still often joke with nurses.  It’s probably their way of coping with disability.  Another time the same two men have a slight scrap when they roll on the ground over food.


Also, when food is shared out, some of the fruit is tossed across to each man for him to catch.


One of the men makes a type of ball out of twigs and ivy and this is idly tossed from time-to-time amongst themselves.  


This type of movement continues in Act Two when Jesus appears on stage.  He sees the ball on the ground and deftly kicks it into the air and catches it, then throws it across the stage to one of the men.  I don’t want to portray Jesus as a frivolous character, but I think this spot of informality would be acceptable.  


Also, later on when Jesus has been speaking about himself being the Bread of Life and the Water of Life, he then picks up two apples and juggles them for half a minute while listening to some of the men’s responses.  


When Jesus lists the gifts God has given to people, being a potter for instance, he picks up about six wine bottles and lines them up as he talks.  He picks up Gideon’s lyre and strums it when listing music as a free gift from God, and so on.


The young women are also meant to be dramatic with their exaggerated gesticulations and facial expressions when talking about Jesus.


All this is important as it conveys to the audience that the characters are not just reciting their lines.  It also gives the audience some movement to watch within the play, rather than only listening to dialogue.  A stage director would also have the men getting up, sitting down and walking about the stage.

5.
Stage Directions.  Some I have had to give, as with the above examples, but otherwise I’ve tried to keep these to a minimum.  I understand that stage directors can take offence if too many directions are given by the playwright - as though they, (the Stage Directors and therefore the stage experts), are incapable of telling actors where to stand or sit!

6.
I’ve borrowed snippets from a few of Spurgeon’s sermons.  Some of his thoughts on:

· Jesus being the Water of Life.  

· The Word of God being the flour and sermons the bread.

· Free gifts to us from God.  

7.
I’ve given Jesus a more prominent role than portrayed by the biblical version of events.  If I hadn’t, then his appearance on stage would only be for a few minutes.  Instead, I’ve shown Jesus in his role of a teacher, which he likely would have been on many occasions, eg: in the house where the paralytic young man was lowered through the roof.  


His conversation with the four women and the story of Naaman, also helps to fill in the time gap between the men leaving the stage to visit the priest, and returning with their certificates.  The play becomes more Christ-centred rather than men-centred.

8.
I think it’s worth bearing in mind that no matter how we alter and fine-tune the play, should it be used in the future, stage directors will bring in their own amendments.  For instance, if they think it’s a bit too long, they’ll probably delete the two psalms.  Or maybe delete one of the miracles and one of the healings, and so on.  It’s much easier to delete than it is to add on.  


Think of how Shakespeare’s plays have been shortened and altered.  The basic story-lines and settings are usually kept, plus much of the dialogue, but a lot gets changed.  The film industry practically re-writes the plays making them grander and more spectacular than anything Shakespeare envisaged.  But I suspect he would be thrilled if he could see the films such as Cleopatra, Julius Caesar, etc.

9.
Bible quotations throughout the play are from the Good News version.  I’ve deliberately used Sir, Master and Rabbi by different men.
THE TEN LEPERS
Luke Ch 17: vv 11-19.  The Healing of Ten Lepers
* 
Stage set as a roadside lay-by throughout the play.

*
Stage scenery has a backdrop showing open countryside and distant houses.

* 
Some of the men have bandages around their foreheads.  Another has one across his nose, another has one over his eye and another has one over his ear.

*
Saul and Amos each have a foot bandaged and are using crutches.

* 
All the men have a water bottle; and bottles of wine are shared between them. They drink occasionally from these bottles.

* 
Gideon has a lyre and Saul a flute that they play from time to time.

*
Reuben has scrolls in his bag from which he reads two psalms.

ACT 1
SCENE ONE

TIME: Early Evening

The lay-by is empty.  The ringing of nearby bells can be heard.  These get louder as BENJAMIN, JOSHUA and REUBEN come onto the stage.  They each wear a small bell around their necks and carry a blanket and water bottle.  They toss these and the bells onto the ground and look around the lay-by.

BENJAMIN:
Phew!  (Paces around the lay-by).  What a relief to get away from that awful lepers’ compound for a few days.  This is where I planned for us to stay the night.  I’ve sent a message to my family requesting them to bring some food and wine here.  (Turns to the others).  What do you think?

JOSHUA:
Looks OK to me, Ben.  I wonder what’s happened to young Saul and Gideon.  They should be here by now.  

REUBEN:
With Saul’s hopping along on his crutches, I expect they’ve had to rest on the way.

BENJAMIN:
The youth of today!  No stamina.  But am I glad you guys took my advice for us all to try and meet with this fellow Jesus.  Apparently he’s a teacher as well as a healer.  I’d be interested to hear what he has to say for himself.

REUBEN:
All I’m interested in is will he be able to heal us?  I doubt it.  That’s if we even manage to meet him.  I doubt that as well.  I’m afraid we’re all examples of ‘the sins of the fathers visiting the children’.

JOSHUA:
Aw, Reuben, why are you always so negative?  As usual, you have the wrong application of scripture.  It’s like this.  Everyone falls sick of something during their lifetime.  Right?  Everything bad that happens to us can’t always be blamed on parents.  

REUBEN:
Some things can.  If a boy’s dad was a useless, lazy lout, the example is there for his sons to follow in his footsteps.  Stands to reason, that does.  

JOSHUA:
Agreed.  But even then, many a kid vows not to be like his father.

BENJAMIN:
Quite right, too.  Young men need to develop character.  Not fall back on excuses about following in their father’s footsteps.  (Stands upright and straightens his shoulders).  Character.  That’s what’s needed in life.  Backbone.  Makes boys into men.

Faint sounds of music getting louder.

REUBEN:
Ah, Music.  Gideon and Saul will soon be with us.  

JOSHUA:
I’d have been disappointed if our young musicians hadn’t agreed to accompany us.  It’s good to hear some music now and again.

BENJAMIN:
Music!  One strums a lyre another toots a flute, and they think themselves musicians.  The conceit of young men today.  

SCENE TWO

SAUL and GIDEON enter the lay-by playing their instruments.

JOSHUA:
Glad you made it, lads.  

SAUL gives a long blast on his flute and then throws down his crutches and bell.  

GIDEON moves lightly around the lay-by playing his lyre.  Tosses his bell down then sits. 

GIDEON:
We knew, Benjamin, that you’d need cheering up.  So, here we are.  When will supper arrive?  I’m starving.

SAUL:
Me too.  And my leg is aching something rotten.  (Throws down his crutches and lies down).  When do we meet with the healer?

BENJAMIN:
We’ve heard that he’s left Jerusalem and making for this nearby village of Bethdala.  The more of us who can get his attention, the better.  He’ll be able to hear us when we eventually call out to him.  

REUBEN:
With so many people seeking his help, will he want to bother with us?  Most people don’t.

SAUL:
We’ll also play our instruments: that should attract his attention.  Good thing you’ve got two musicians with you, Benjamin.  We’ll stand out from the crowd.

BENJAMIN:
You two had better keep quiet with your music.  We don’t want your racket driving the healer back to Jerusalem.

SAUL:
(Sits up).  What’s that?  Do I hear the sound of bells?  And getting louder by the second.  

GIDEON:
(Looks into the distance).  You’re right, mate.  Another two lepers are coming along this road.

SCENE THREE

AMOS and LEVI arrive at the lay-by each having a bell hanging from their necks.
GIDEON:
(Stands up and greets the newcomers).  Hey-up, guys.  Come and join us.  You can’t catch anything from us that you don’t have already: except some music to cheer you up.  (He strums his lyre).
Both men throw down their bells and belongings.  BENJAMIN puts his fingers in his ears.  

BENJAMIN:
Evening.  Are you hoping to meet up with the famous healer who’s the talk of the region?

AMOS:
No we’re not.  (Sits down on a tree-stump and drops his crutches).  Cor, my foot’s killing me.  We’re spending some time out of that stinking hole they call a compound.  

LEVI:
And looking for a house to buy, here in the countryside.  Don’t want to upset the villagers by living too close to them.  Lepers aren’t welcome anywhere.

BENJAMIN:
We’re from the compound a few miles north of here, and we’re in the process of buying a quarantine house for the five of us.  Meanwhile, we’ve decided to search for the healer people are talking about.  Perhaps he could cure us of this leprosy.  

Sounds of distant bells ringing, and raucous singing that quickly gets louder.

JOSHUA:
Sounds like more lepers, and very cheerful ones at that, are coming this way.  

AMOS:
(Looks into the distance).  I recognise those three.  They’re from the same compound as us.

LEVI:
And two of them are right pests, as you’ll soon discover.  If you have any food, hide it, or they’ll eat the lot.

DANIEL &
(Singing loudly).  Five men went to mow, went to mow a meadow, five men, 
NATHAN:
four men, three men, two men, one man and his dog went to mow a meadow.

SCENE FOUR

DANIEL and NATHAN stop singing as they burst into the lay-by.  ISAAC shuffles in miserably.

DANIEL:
(Cheerfully addresses AMOS and LEVI).  Hey-up, you two.  We saw you sneakin’ off earlier today and wondered what you was up to.
NATHAN:
Yeah. (Looks around at the others).  You ‘avin’ a party or somethin’?  Why wasn’t we included?

AMOS:
No party.  We’ve just met these five men.  They’re hoping to meet a healer.  
BENJAMIN:
(Takes charge and introductions are made).  My name’s Ben, by the way: Ben Zephon.  And these are my friends, made since living in our compound.  (He indicates the other four).  Josh, Reuben, Saul and Gideon.  (Points to SAUL and GIDEON).  Those two have labelled themselves musicians.  They can hardly tell one note from another, but we tolerate them.

DANIEL:
Musicians, hey?  Like us.  

BENJAMIN:
Quite.  Tone deaf.

The men all nod to each other.  DANIEL and NATHAN scrounge through the others’ belongings and find some fruit which they eat.  ISAAC sits down with his head in his hands.

AMOS:
Amos Ashbel and this is my fellow businessman Levi Hamul.  Those two pests are Daniel and Nathan.  (Indicates ISAAC).  Young Isaac.  He’s always like that.  Depressed.  

LEVI:
(Addresses DANIEL and NATHAN).  And you two are your usual insensitive selves, singing when poor young Isaac is so depressed.

DANIEL:
Oi!  Who are you callin’ insensitive?  We’re the most sensitive men around.  Very mindful of people’s feelin’s we are.

LEVI:
Yeah.  Very sensitive.  And we were just tryin’ to cheer up young Isaac yer.  ‘E appreciates us, don’t you, our ray of sunshine? (Kicks ISAAC’s leg).  

BENJAMIN:
(Straightens his shoulders and goes over to ISAAC).  Mustn’t give up, young man.  There’s hope for all of us – if we meet with this healer that we’ve heard about.  (Addresses the five newcomers).  You’re all welcome to join up with us in our search for him.  

LEVI:
Like I said, we’re looking for a quarantine house to buy.  Anything will do, just to get away from that compound east of here.  A right loathsome place it is. 

DANIEL:
Great!  I’ll be glad to move away from that stinkin’ compound.

NATHAN:
Me as well.  (Addresses AMOS and LEVI).  Are we invited to come and live with you two?

AMOS/LEVI:
Certainly not!  

AMOS:
We’re going to escape from the leper’s compound and escape from you irritating clowns.

DANIEL and NATHAN pull faces at each other behind the backs of AMOS and LEVI.

BENJAMIN:
We’re also hoping to buy a house away from the villages.  We’re sharing what money we’ve saved.  Unfortunately without our families.  (Braces his shoulders).  However, we’ve recently had encouraging news.  Apparently this healer has miraculous powers.  We’re hoping he may be able to get rid of this leprosy from us.  It sounds a bit far-fetched, but if there’s the remotest chance of being clean again, we should go for it.  What have you heard about him?
LEVI:
We’d heard a rumour, but ignored it.  Thought it wasn’t worth listening to.  I’ve never heard of anyone actually being healed of leprosy.  I know some people have a skin condition that at first seems to be leprosy.  But that doesn’t apply to us.  We’re lepers all right.

AMOS:
Levi’s right.  We’re not hopeful of gaining anything by meeting any supposed healer.  We’re just relieved to get away from the compound for a bit.  Compound, they call it: more like a cesspit with the stench that’s in there when some of them remove their bandages.  I dread to think how much money my business has lost since I’ve had to leave home and go to that stinking place.

BENJAMIN:
Fortunately my family can help look after my orchards that are about ten miles from here.  Profits from the orchards support my wife and four children.  But as others in my family live nearby in Bethdala, I’ve sent them a message asking for some food this evening.  You’re welcome to stay here and have supper with us.

JOSHUA:
Perhaps we can persuade you to come with us and speak to the healer.  What have you got to lose?

AMOS:
(Turns to the LEVI).  What do you think?  Shall we stay with them?

LEVI:
Like he says, (indicates JOSHUA) what have we got to lose?  Better than doing nothing.

DANIEL:
An’ we’ll come along, to keep your spirits up like.  Won’t we Nathan, mate?

NATHAN:
Yeah.  An’ bring sparklin’ Isaac with us.  (Kicks ISAAC again).  OK, Dizzy Izzy?

ISAAC:
(Sits with his head in his hands muttering to himself).  Doomed, I am.  No hope for me, ever.  Doomed.  (Sighs loudly).

BENJAMIN:
I’m hoping my message has reached my relatives, they live in nearby Bethdala.  (Waves in the direction of the village).  I’ve a sister Naomi, and I’m sure she and her daughter Jemima will bring us some home-cooking and decent wine.  As long as Naomi’s husband agrees to accompany them here. 

JOSHUA:
And I thought you also said that your cousin Miriam and her daughter Ruth may also be able to bring us fresh bread and cakes.  Home-cooking; that’s definitely something to look forward to.

BENJAMIN:
That’s also dependant on Miriam’s husband Joel agreeing to come with them.  The men in my family are very wary of getting leprosy from us.  (Straightens his shoulders).  Well, guys, as we’re all in the same boat, let’s pass the time by sharing some info about ourselves.  I’ve told you a bit about myself, except for the leprosy.  I’ve had it for eight months; it’s on my forehead, for the time being.  Now you, Josh.

JOSHUA:
Joshua Beriah, local man, married with two daughters.  I own good-size vineyards.  They’re a day’s walk from here.


About a year ago the priest said that the spot on my hand was leprous.  I was devastated.  As the priest has declared me ‘unclean’ I had to move into the leprosy compound.  The stench of rotting flesh when they remove their bandages is unbearable.


I’m a religious man and have always enjoyed reading and memorising the psalms.  They’re my comfort now, along with these four friends I’ve made in the lepers’ compound.

REUBEN:
I‘m married with two sons and two daughters.  They’ve gone to stay with my aunt and uncle the other side of Jerusalem.  I miss them all very much.  I’ve built up a good flock of sheep and a decent flock of goats.  But a while back I had to leave my farm and trust my oldest boy to look after the animals.  At least the income from the farm should support my wife and the youngsters. 


The leprosy appeared on my forehead, a few months ago.  So that was me done for.  No more a farmer, but an unclean outcast.  The humiliation is unbearable.  I worry that the leprosy may spread to one of my eyes, or both, and make me blind.  Only time will tell.  As a God-fearing man I never thought I would get leprosy.

GIDEON:
I was told two months ago by the priest that I had leprosy, on my forehead.  It doesn’t look much underneath this bandage.  But the priest said it’s definitely leprosy. 


I’m also unmarried and am a carpenter, which I’ve put to some use in the compound.  Can’t sit around all day doing nothing, so I help with building and so on.  Should be of use if Benjamin finds a house for us to live in.


I’m only twenty years of age and gone is any hope of getting married and having my own family.  My carpentry skills were always in demand.  I could easily have supported a family, when the right girl came along.  No matter who I meet now, marriage would be out of the question.  So it’s goodbye to any future family life and hello to shame and humiliation.

SAUL:
I’m unmarried and used to work in my father’s pottery workshop.  I’m twenty-two and neither will I get married now that I’m an outcast.  I earned enough to provide for a family.  At least you’re still useful, Gideon, in the compound.  Your skills are often needed.


Three months ago, I became aware that I had leprosy, on my foot.  The last months have been the worst in my life.  I’ve had a death sentence.

BENJAMIN:
What about you, Amos?

AMOS:
I’m unmarried, and thank God for that.  My mother and two sisters have been enough to put up with, let alone another woman in the house. 


I was a successful merchant and frequently met people in the markets: perhaps that’s where I picked up this filthy disease.  It’s on my foot.  Had it for about six months.  I couldn’t have got it through lack of washing, as my mother and sisters scarcely let up on their washing mania.  They’re obsessed with cleanliness.  “Wipe your feet.  Wash your hands.  Change your clothes”, on and on they go.  Women!

LEVI:
I’m married but blessed with no children.  I didn’t used to think that, but now I have leprosy it’s a good thing I don’t have any.  At least that’s one less thing to worry about.


My business of selling fruit and vegetables in the markets was always difficult.  The taxes are high; the Romans take what they want.  They give nothing in return, except this leprosy, in my eye it is.  It appeared last year.  I reckon I got it from one of those poxy soldiers spitting at me.

NATHAN:
I’m a Samaritan, and the skin on my ear showed signs of leprosy a year ago.  The priest was positive, without a doubt, that it’s the dreaded skin disease.  I’ve ‘ad to go and live in that stinkin’ compound – which I ‘ates like poison.  There’s a vegetable garden there, and as I’ve been a gardener for years, I works in it; keeps me occupied.


I ain’t got no wife, no family at all, to ‘elp me with clean bandages and the like.  You’re lucky, Ben, to ‘ave a family to provide you with decent home cooked grub now and again.  I got no-one.  So we’re not in the same boat, Commander.

DANIEL:
Me, I’m ‘appily unmarried.  Good thing too, now that I’ve got leprosy.  Odd-job man at your service.  (Bows towards the others).   Buildin’, fencin’, diggin’, that’s me.  Can put me ‘and to just about anythin’.


Three months ago the priest tells me I got leprosy on my leg.  I nearly ‘it ‘im: I wish I ‘ad.  Who wants to ‘ear that news?  No-one’s allowed to employ me now, even if they wanted to.  So, like Nathan ‘ere, I’m reduced to livin’ in that rotten leprosy compound.  Earned enough to keep me comfortable like, now I’ll end my days ‘ideous and deformed.

ISAAC:
(Sighs loudly).  I was happily engaged to a beautiful girl, but now doomed to a living death with this horrible disease.  It’s on me nose.  Showed itself last year.  Won’t be long now before me nose rots completely away; it’s already started.


Worked as a shepherd.  No-one is allowed to take me on now.  I’m doomed to die before I’m thirty years of age.  But if I has me way, I’ll be dead before I’m a year older.  I’m going to end me life so that me body doesn’t endure a living death.  No doubt about it, I’m doomed.

BENJAMIN:
(Indicates AMOS, GIDEON, SAUL and ISAAC).  Perhaps it’s a good thing that you four are not married with kids: you won’t have to concern yourself about providing for them.  Provision for my family is one of my main worries.  I’m hoping that my brother-in-law, Naomi’s husband, will continue overseeing the orchards.  That is until my son is old enough to take full responsibility and provide for his mother and three sisters.

REUBEN:
(Gives a loud sigh).  Families or no families, it’s still awful for all of us to get leprosy.  It’s the last thing I ever expected.  The worse part for me is being separated from my family.  All our lives have been completely turned around; and not for the better.

BENJAMIN:
Shattered, more like it, Reuben.  Our lives have been shattered.  (Straightens up his shoulders).  But look here, we can’t ignore this amazing good news about a healer in Jerusalem.  We’ve heard that this Jesus of Nazareth, just commands people to be healed.  (Walks over towards AMOS and his group).  Jerusalem is only a day’s walk from here.  So, what do you want to do, enjoy the countryside or join up with us?  As I’ve said, you’re all welcome to share our supper this evening and our breakfast tomorrow.

NATHAN:
Yer a minute.  I’ve ‘eard of that name - Jesus.  And I ‘eard that ‘e is a right trouble-maker.  The big-wigs in the city don’t like ‘im; not one little bit.

AMOS:
I’d heard about him weeks ago.  But I don’t want to get mixed up with a trouble-maker.  Bad for my business, what’s left of it now that it’s being run by females.  Their rightful place is in the home, preparing meals.  Oh, and washing, as if I could forget that.  Women! 

LEVI:
I reckon it’s a rumour put around by the Romans.  Having a laugh at our expense.  Send all them Romans back to Italy, that would be amazing good news.  (NATHAN and DANIEL laugh).  How did we get this leprosy?  We must have caught it from someone.  Wouldn’t surprise me if the Romans gave it to us.
REUBEN:
Leprosy has been around for years and years.  Long before the Romans came here.  It was around in the days of Moses.  And that was a punishment from God.

JOSHUA:
You’re referring to Moses’ sister, Reuben.  Her rebellious attitude against God’s relationship with Moses brought punishment upon herself.  And the leprosy was only for seven days and then the disease was removed.

BENJAMIN:
The reason I’m suggesting we look for Jesus as a group, is because of the crowds that usually surround him.  If we went to him individually we may not get through them.  He might not hear us.  We’ll have to shout, ‘unclean’ when we approach him, and as a group we’re more likely to be heard.

REUBEN:
And the crowds will move away from us.

JOSHUA:
(Claps REUBEN on the back).  That’s more like it, Reuben.  Something positive from you – at last.

REUBEN:
(Looks puzzled).  Positive?  Hardly.  People shunning us is humiliating.

JOSHUA:
But as the crowds back away from us, there’ll be room for us to get to the healer.  Right?

DANIEL:
(Stands up).  I’d like to know why the priests never seem to get leprosy.  Liars and cheats, the lot of them.  Religious men!  Yuk!  It’s not only we lepers that stink, the priests do as well.

NATHAN:
(Remains sitting down).  I’ve never met an ‘onest religious man yet.  Religion!  I got no time for it.  Never ‘ad, never will.  As bad as all businessmen.  They’re rotten, an’ all.  Cheats and bare-faced liars the lot of them.

AMOS:
(Stands up and places hands on hips aggressively).  I take exception to that Nathan Jahzeel.  I’ve always been a very fair businessman and didn’t cheat anyone, nor have I lied to customers.  It’s you Samaritans who can’t be trusted.  Crooks, the lot of you.

NATHAN:
(Looks with contempt at AMOS).  Samaritans, all crooks!  That’s good coming from a successful businessman.  ‘Ow did you become successful except by devious and crooked practices? 

LEVI:
I don’t believe anything the Romans say.  Crooks, liars, thieves and murderers; not a decent man among them.  Never has been, never will be.  That’s a fact.

BENJAMIN:
That seems a bit hard, Levi.  (Squares his shoulders).  I can tell that you dislike the Romans but …

LEVI:
(Interrupts him).  Dislike the Romans!  Dislike them!  I hate the Romans.  A curse on the lot of them.  And don’t you religious men tell me not to curse anyone.  A curse on all religious men, religious women, and especially the priests.

JOSHUA:
You’re angry, Levi, because you’ve got leprosy.  But it’s not the fault of the priests, or God-fearing folk.  We know from scripture that the sun shines on the good and on the bad.  Unfortunately, it also means that hailstones land on us all as well.

AMOS:
Don’t bring scripture into this.  That’s the last thing I need.  Scripture!  Hah!

JOSHUA:
Scriptures are a help to some people, Amos.  Some find satisfaction in family life, or their businesses …

ISAAC:
(Interrupts him and looks towards BENJAMIN, JOSHUA, and REUBEN).  Like you farmers.  You three got somethink to keep you in grub with your fruit, animals and wine.  That must be very satisfying.  Still got plenty of money to buy bandages an’ all, haven’t you?

AMOS:
(Sits down).  I’d tolerate the constant nagging from my mother and sisters if only I were declared clean again from this leprosy.  What I especially miss is their cooking; that was excellent.  Couldn’t fault it.

REUBEN:
I cannot bear being separated from my family.  This leprosy is a punishment from God: stands to reason, but I don’t know why He’s punished me.  I keep thinking, and thinking, what have I done wrong?  Or, what have I not done that God wanted me to do?

ISAAC:
Reading scripture is no help when people have lost toes, fingers, or our faces are hideously deformed.  Well that’s not going to happen to me, I can tell you.  I’ll get meself some poison, that’s what I’m going to do.  And when I gets to heaven …

BENJAMIN:
(Interrupts him).  If you get to heaven, after killing yourself.  Not the thing to do at all, Isaac lad.  Be a man.  What you need to do is …

ISAAC:
Don’t you give orders to me, Commander Benjamin Zephon.  As I was saying, when I gets to heaven I’ll tell God what I thinks of him.  Giving me this stinking rotten disease.

JOSHUA:
I’m sure God didn’t give you leprosy, Isaac.  Nor did he give it to any of us.

REUBEN:
I disagree with you.  I think God did give it to us, as a punishment.  The scriptures warn us all the time about being wary of God’s anger.

JOSHUA:
God has allowed it to happen, that stands to reason.  What I cannot accept is that leprosy is evidence of God’s anger, nor …

REUBEN:
(Interrupts him). Well, Josh, it’s not evidence of divine favour.  So what is it?

JOSHUA:
I’m afraid it’s evidence of the whole of mankind being part of a fallen race.  Some people get diseases like us; others get misfortune.  Like I said, the sun shines on the good and the bad, but unfortunately, we also get the hailstones. 
REUBEN:
But God is in control of all circumstances; right?  If we were in God’s favour he would see to it that we didn’t get leprosy.  This disease must be the result of sin in our lives: that’s logic that is.  Surely you can see that?

JOSHUA:
But, Reuben, good and bad things happen to everyone at some time in their lives.  God-fearing people aren’t immune from sickness.  Nor are they guaranteed good health.  Surely you can see that?

REUBEN:
Josh, if we were under God’s blessing we wouldn’t be in this situation.  We’d be in our own homes enjoying family life.  Instead, we are outcasts.  Banished from our families, homes and businesses.

JOSHUA:
We should be looking for something positive through all this.  Maybe God is testing us rather than punishing us.  We should not omit to thank God and to praise him through our bad times as well as our good times.  Scripture tells us …
AMOS:
(Interrupts him.  Gets to his feet again and marches back and fore the courtyard throughout the following tirade).  Who made you an authority on scripture?  Tell me that.  You had the cushy job of looking after grapes, so keep to what you know about.  You’re not a rabbi.  Although that lot have cushy jobs as well, sitting around reading and talking all day, instead of earning an honest living.  Don’t lecture us on the scriptures.  You’re not a teacher, so give over.  You’re just a pompous old windbag!  (Stands at the edge of the lay-by with his back to everyone).

LEVI:
(Also gets to his feet, advances towards JOSHUA).  You must be mad.  Telling us we should thank God and praise him when he’s allowed us to become lepers.  This is not just a bad cold, matey: it’s a progressive disease, or didn’t you know?  So caught up with those psalms you don’t know what’s happening around you.

AMOS:
(Turns around to face the group).  Leprosy stopped me from feeling my toes, which got ulcers.  And some here are worried they might go blind.  Deformity and disfigurement is all we can look forward to.  Don’t expect me to thank and praise God for all that.  (Addresses JOSHUA).  A prize numbskull, that’s what you are.  And, I repeat; a pompous old wind-bag!

LEVI:
We’ve been given a death sentence.  Three men were buried in our compound yesterday.  They all left a wife and kids.  Do you think their widows will thank God for taking their men from them?  Or their kids praise God for making them fatherless?

AMOS:
Other men in the compound can’t even breathe properly because the disease has spread to their throats and lungs.  Praise God?  Hah!

LEVI:
Instead of sending us to a special compound, the authorities should send us to mix with the Romans, and we could pass it on to that lot.  That would get rid of those scurvy invaders.  I still reckon they brought it here - deliberately.
AMOS:
And another thing, you religious fanatics, why hasn’t God provided a plant or something to help cure it?  Tell me that, Joshua Beriah, if you can.  Drivelling idiot!

JOSHUA:
Thank you, Amos, for your subtle criticism of my personality.  However, I accept that you don’t get comfort from scripture, so I’m afraid you and I will just have to agree to disagree on that subject. 

LEVI:
What I’d like to know is why it’s usually men who get leprosy?  Not many women seem to get this stinking disease.

AMOS:
Probably because of women’s obsession with washing.  Nothing can live on women’s skin long enough to cause a problem.  Wash, wash, wash, all day and half the night.  That’s females for you!

GIDEON:
I only hope that the leprosy on me doesn’t’ spread to my hands.  At least for the time being I can play my lyre.  Music is all I’ve got left for enjoyment.

BENJAMIN:
(Raises his eyes to the sky).  Some people are easily pleased.

SAUL:
I hope mine doesn’t spread to my face, or I won’t be able to play my flute.  So far it’s only on my foot.  I hope it stays there.  What I hate about living in the leprosy compound is the lawlessness that goes on there.   We stronger ones have to set up rules; bring some fairness in the distribution of food and bandages.

GIDEON:
What I loathe is the horrendous stink.  It’s the stench of decaying flesh.  I have to keep my nose covered most of the time I’m there.

SAUL:
We get bandages to cover up our sores and ulcers.  Thanks to a few kind women from the nearest villages.  (Looks [pointedly towards Amos).  That’s females for you.

ISAAC:
I think it would be a good thing when we’re dead.  (Glares at BENJAMIN).  Never mind what Commander Benjamin Zephon says.  It won’t be long for me, I can tell you.  I’ll see to that meself.  (Looks towards GIDEON).  You’re a carpenter, perhaps you’d like to make me coffin.

BENJAMIN:
Now, now, young man.  The priests won’t be very pleased if they hear you talking like that.

ISAAC:
Priests!  Who cares about them?  They mean nothink to me.  As Levi said; why don’t they get leprosy?  They see enough of it; inspecting everyone who shows signs of being leprous. 

LEVI:
I’ll tell you one thing, the priests wouldn’t live in a lepers’ compound like we do.  They’d be in a special quarantine house, getting the best food and the best attention.  And nothing but the best for that lot.

ISAAC:
Priests!  I got no time for them.  I’m a shepherd, and I should be used to bleating, but I tells you this, those priests’ endless bleating about the laws of God gets on me nerves.  We’ve all been given a death sentence, and I got very little hope of that guy Jesus removing it from any of us.

GIDEON:
How about some music?  Maybe it will cheer us all up.  It’ll also pass the time until your sister arrives with our supper, Benjamin.  

GIDEON picks up his lyre and SAUL his flute.  They quietly play for about half-a-minute.  Sounds of women’s voices approaching the lay-by.

BENJAMIN:
Ah, fantastic!  Naomi and Jemima, they’ve arrived, with what looks like plenty of food in those baskets.  And that’s Naomi’s husband at the end of the road.  I might have guessed he’d keep away from us.  (BENJAMIN waves to him and then pulls his head-covering over his mouth and nose to approach the women).

SCENE FIVE

NAOMI and JEMIMA arrive at the lay-by.  On the large stones at the edge of the stage, the women place baskets of fruit and parcels of food wrapped in cloths.  They also place five bottles of wine and keep back from the men.
BENJAMIN:
Evening ladies.  Thanks for bringing us supper.  We’re all famished.  (Turns to the men).  This is my sister, Naomi and her helpful daughter Jemima.  

GIDEON:
(Stands up and moves towards the women).  Her beautiful daughter Jemima.  What unexpected pleasure this is all turning out to be.

JEMIMA lowers her eyes, covers half her face, but peeps out at GIDEON who winks at her.

BENJAMIN:
(Turns to the women indicating his friends).  These four men are my friends from the compound.  Josh, Reuben, Gideon and Saul.  (Three of the men nod and smile at the women while GIDEON looks pointedly at JEMIMA and raises his eyebrows when she glances at him).  We hadn’t been here long when these other five men arrived, from the local lepers’ compound.  (He indicates the other five men).

DANIEL:
(Whistles and calls out to the women).  Cor, you’ two are a sight for sore eyes.  Give us a kiss.

NATHAN:
(Whistles as he stands up and walks towards the women).  A kiss and a cuddle for poor sick blokes.

DANIEL:
(Bows to the women).  Greatly ‘onoured I’m sure.

JOSHUA:
(Addresses Daniel and Nathan).  For goodness’ sake you two, don’t be so disrespectful.

DANIEL:
Oi!  Who are you accusing of being disrespectful?  I’m full of admiration, I am, for these fine ladies.  (Again bows exaggeratedly towards them)
NATHAN:
Yeah.  Very fine ladies.  The best of God’s creation.  (Bows low with expansive sweeping gestures).

BENJAMIN:
 (Addresses the women while indicating the men).  Amos, Levi, and Isaac.  The two uncouth ones are Daniel and Nathan.

AMOS, LEVI and ISAAC nod at the women.  

DANIEL:
Oi!  Who are you callin’ uncouth?  You’re an insultin’ fellow, Benjamin Zephon.  I’m educated, I am, with life’s experiences. 

NATHAN
Me too.  A wealth of knowledge ‘im and me got.  With appreciation for the beautiful things in life.  Especially beautiful women.  (Makes peculiar winking and clicking noises of appreciation)
DANIEL and NATHAN show off by prancing around the lay-by.  They throw themselves into a mixture of a Scottish fling and an Indian war dance.  The others all watch in amazement.

BENJAMIN:
(Shakes his head).  Unbelievable!  Simply unbelievable.  You’d think they were already healed of leprosy.  (Addresses DANIEL and NATHAN).  When are you two going to stop fooling around?  

DANIEL and NATHAN stop dancing and each picks up a water bottle and drink from them.  They also take fruit from JOSHUA’s cloth bag and munch it noisily.

REUBEN:
(Looks at the two men with a pained expression).  They’re in denial.  Complete denial.  (Turns to the women).  We really appreciate you bringing this food and wine, ladies.  Thank you very much.  

JOSHUA:
And thank your husband as well, Naomi, for bringing you both here.  We understand why he’s standing so far back from us.

GIDEON:
(Walks across the lay-by to get closer to JEMIMA).  Thank you for being brave enough to come here.  (Addresses JEMIMA).  We’re not used to seeing such loveliness.  (Maintains eye contact with her until she lowers her eyes).

BENJAMIN elbows GIDEON aside, picks up the food and wine and passes it to REUBEN and JOSHUA, then listens briefly to the women.  

REUBEN and JOSHUA pass wine and food around but toss the fruit for each man to catch.
BENJAMIN:
(Turns away from the women and address the men).  Listen, everyone, to what Naomi and Jemima have to say about Jesus.  Go on, Naomi, tell them what you know.  (Holds up his hand).  Quiet everyone.  

NAOMI:
In Cana of Galilee, something wonderful happened.  A friend of ours, Esther, was getting married to Jethro Terah.  And Jesus, along with his mother and disciples, were all guests at their wedding.  But towards the end of the wedding banquet, the wine was finished.  There was none left for the guests.

JEMIMA:
(Opens wide her arms expressively).  None at all.  The family was very embarrassed, as you can imagine.  The servants should have poured the guests only half a glass of wine instead of a full glass every time.  The wine would have lasted longer.  That’s what I would have done.  But I wasn’t there to advise them.

NAOMI:
Luckily there were six large water pots in the courtyard.  Jesus told the servants to fill them with water, which they did.  These huge pots could hold twenty, even thirty gallons each.  He then told them to pour some of it into a cup and take it to the banquet organiser for him to taste.
JEMIMA:
Not letting on that Jesus had told them to fill the huge pots with water.

NAOMI:
The organiser tasted the wine and said to Jethro, “Good wine is usually given first to the guests.  Later on, the poorer quality is given to them when they’re unlikely to tell the difference.  But you’ve kept the best wine until now.”

JEMIMA:
Jesus actually turned water into wine.  It was a miracle.  What do you think of that?

DANIEL:
That Jesus is a useful bloke to ‘ave around.  Invite ‘im to come ‘ere and ‘old a party for us.
Laughter from NATHAN and ISAAC.

AMOS:
Turned water into wine?  Never!  I’ve been a businessman for years, and I’m used to dealing with hard facts; not fables and make believe.

LEVI:
I don’t believe in miracles.  Nor will I believe in them unless I saw one with my own eyes.

AMOS:
Especially from hysterical females.  If I believed every tittle-tattle in the market-place, I’d have been bankrupt years ago.
BENJAMIN:
Go on, Naomi, what else have you heard?

NAOMI:
One of our neighbours told us about the time when Jesus was out one day with his twelve disciples.  Those disciples go practically everywhere with Jesus.  He’s teaching and training them.  Anyway, he decided that they should all cross over to the other side of a large lake.  But, as they were sailing across the water, a strong wind began to blow.
JEMIMA:
A very, very strong wind.  One of these men told one of our neighbours, and she told our mother and mum told us … (Pauses for breath) that they were terrified.  Awful fierce it must have been, because those waves rose so high that they spilled over into the boat.  Demonstrates with her hands).  The men thought they were going to drown.  Jesus was fast asleep in a corner of the boat.  Fast asleep he was.

NAOMI:
His disciples shouted, “Help!  Help!  Save us, we’re sinking.  We’ll die”.  And Jesus woke from his sleep and told the raging sea to calm down.  He then spoke to his disciples and asked them what was the matter with them.  Why had they been so afraid?

JEMIMA:
If I’d been there I’d have died of fright.  But Jesus stood up in that rickety old boat, with all those fearsome waves churning about him.  And immediately, immediately mind you, the sea became smooth and still like a pond.  His twelve disciples were astonished.  I expect they were also embarrassed at being afraid.  Imagine, the wind and the waves obeyed him.  Can you believe it?

AMOS:
No, I cannot believe it.

LEVI:
Neither do I, as not seeing that happening with my own eyes, I couldn’t possibly believe it.

BENJAMIN:
(Addresses the women).  Anything else you’ve heard about?

NAOMI:
There certainly is, Ben.  Another time, there was a terrible storm on a lake near Capernaum.  

JEMIMA:
One of his disciples told our neighbours what happened.  

NAOMI:
Jesus had sent his disciples to cross over the lake ahead of him.  It was night-time and he wanted to pray on the mountain, by himself.  But while the boat was in the middle of the lake, again a terrible storm arose and violent waves tossed the boat all over the place.

JEMIMA:
(Demonstrates with her hands).  Up and down, up and down, up and down went that battered old boat.  And what do you think happened next?

GIDEON:
I’m longing to know, Jemima.  I’m paying great attention to you. (Winks at her).
JEMIMA:
(Tosses her head and looks away from GIDEON).  This was going on at about 4 o’clock in the morning.  But Jesus walked right over those massive churning waves.  (Does a marching motion).  His twelve disciples thought he was a ghost; they were scared out of their wits.  As I would have been if I’d sailed in that old boat.  Although, more likely, I’d have been so terrified I’d have dropped dead on the spot.

NAOMI:
But Jesus called out to them, “Relax.  It’s me.  Don’t be scared.”  Then one of the twelve, Peter, also wanted to walk on the water.  So Jesus called him to step out of the boat.  Peter did so, but immediately began to sink.  He shouted to Jesus to save him; which of course he did.  Jesus reached out and took him by the hand out of the surging waters.

JEMIMA:
Jesus told him off, very nicely, and said, “O why do you have such little faith?  Why so faint-hearted?”  But the wind died down immediately.  Wasn’t it truly amazing that Jesus actually walked on water?  And not ordinary water, but great swelling and crashing waves.

NAOMI:
Those disciples were convinced that Jesus must be the Son of God.  So they worshipped him, there and then in the boat.  It must have been wonderful to see Jesus calm those turbulent and raging waters.  I wish I’d seen him do that.  It would be something to tell my grand-children, when I have them.

AMOS:
(Turns to address the other men). You don’t believe all this rubbish, do you?  Because I don’t. I’ve got too much commonsense.

LEVI:
Propaganda, more likely.  Put out by the Romans.  I don’t believe any of that nonsense.  Tell Jesus to command those foreigners and invaders to return to Italy, the whole lot of them.  Rid this country of the rotten Romans; now that would be truly amazing.

ISAAC:
What’s the point of walking on water?  If he was able to do that.  Not very useful was it?  Showing off, that’s what he were doing.

BENJAMIN:
(Addresses his sisters).  Any other things you’ve heard?  We need all the encouragement we can get.  (Glances towards AMOS and his friends).  Especially with sceptics around, who’ll squash all the hopes we have.

NAOMI:
Oh, another time they were near the desert, and Jesus had been speaking to a huge crowd from around that area.  My husband’s parents were among the crowd.  

JEMIMA:
And they told dad, and dad told mum, and mum told me and all our neighbours. 

NAOMI:
The people had been listening to him for three days.  

JEMIMA:
Three days, mind you.  As you can imagine, they were really hungry.  They hadn’t eaten for all of those three days.  They must have been starving.  I know I would have been.  My appetite wouldn’t have let me stay out on the hillside for three days without …

NAOMI:
(Interrupts her). Jesus said to his disciples, that he couldn’t send them to their homes without them having eaten something.  The poor things would probably collapse before they were half-way back.  So he asked his disciples how much food was available.

JEMIMA:
Seven loaves and a few small fishes, they told him.  So what do you think Jesus did then?  You’ll never believe this. 

GIDEON:
Tell us, Jemima.  This is fascinating, as you are.

JEMIMA:
He thanked God, broke up the bread and fishes, and divided it among each of his disciples.  Then they walked through the crowd giving out the food.  There was enough for four thousand men plus women and children.  They all had enough to eat and there were seven baskets of leftovers.  That was just fantastic.  Really, really fantastic.

NATHAN:
It was fantastic that that dopey crowd was ‘anging about without food for three days.  I don’t believe it.

DANIEL:
Nor me neither.  They must ‘ave brought baskets of food and kept their food to themselves.  Didn’t tell anyone they ‘ad grub.  That’s what I would ‘ave done anyway.

NAOMI:
And that’s not all.  We were listening last week to a group of women who were out with a huge crowd in the country of Bethsaida.  You see, Jesus had been teaching them all afternoon on the hillside.  Now when evening came the only food available were five barley loaves and two small fishes.  A lad had brought them with him.

JEMIMA:
I expect his mother had made sure he had something to eat away from home.  That’s what you would have done for me. Mum, wouldn’t you?

NAOMI:
So Jesus told his disciples to get the people to sit down on the grass.  He then blessed the food and it multiplied, and multiplied, until there was enough for all those hungry people.  There were about five thousand men plus women and children, all needing food.  Imagine, Jesus feeding a multitude like that.  I wish I’d been there.  Something else to tell my grand-children – if I ever have any.

JEMIMA:
And what’s more, there were twelve baskets of leftovers.  Now then, wasn’t that quite, quite astounding?

AMOS:
Yes, quite astounding that you expect us to believe that rubbish.  I for one don’t believe any of that nonsense.

LEVI:
I hate to disappoint you, ladies, but I’d have to see those things happen for myself, before I could believe it.

BENJAMIN:
Well, Naomi and Jemima, you’ve certainly brought us the most astounding news.  Jesus apparently controls the weather.  And, he can also create food from next to nothing.  Wow!  What a man!

LEVI, NATHAN, DANIEL and AMOS laugh.  DANIEL picks up twigs and ivy and makes a ball.
AMOS:
Oh, you women!  You’ll believe anything.  And you, Benjamin, are just as bad.  (Turns to his friends).  I couldn’t possibly believe all that nonsense.  Lot of exaggeration or wishful thinking.  That’s my opinion.

DANIEL:
I don’t believe either, that this Jesus controls the wind and the waves.  I’m not easily taken in.  My ‘ead’s screwed on the right way.  Controlled the weather!  You’re off your ‘eads if any of you believes that.

NAOMI:
It’s not only miracles that Jesus does.  He also teaches anyone who will listen to him.

JEMIMA:
And that’s thousands and thousands.  He must have a very strong voice to reach out across the hillsides.  Good thing I’m not a teacher, my voice wouldn’t carry beyond this lay-by.

NAOMI:
And apparently there’s nothing complicated about his sermons, not like some of those given by priests in the temple.  Our neighbours have heard him and they say that his teaching often involves picture stories.  We’ve been hearing about some of them haven’t we, Jemima?

JEMIMA:
I like the one about wild flowers.  Jesus said that they neither work nor clothe themselves, but look how beautiful they are.

GIDEON:
Rather like someone I know.

BENJAMIN:
(Looks disapprovingly at GIDEON and stands between him and JEMIMA). Go on, Jemima.

GIDEON moves across the lay-by to getter a better view of JEMIMA.

JEMIMA:
And Jesus said that King Solomon with all his wealth wasn’t clothed as beautiful as these flowers.  And we shouldn’t to behave like pagans, always concerned about what we’re going to wear.  We should concern ourselves instead, about the things of God.

GIDEON:
You ladies have certainly told us some amazing things.  I’m amazed that you can remember it all.  You’re not just a pretty face, Jemima.  You have a brilliant memory as well.

NAOMI:
I liked Jesus’ teaching about the two houses.  One was built on sand and the other on rock.  When bad weather came, the rain came down and the rivers rose up; the house built on sand collapsed, and with a mighty crash.  But another man dug deep and built his house on rock.  When bad weather came along, even though a gale was blowing, the house remained standing firm.

JEMIMA:
Jesus explained to the people what he meant: which was this.  Those who put their trust in him, and obey his teaching, will not become crushed by misfortune should it come their way.  They won’t collapse under the weight of it.   I think it would be quite natural for someone to become crushed and to collapse under the weight of misfortune.  I know I would be.  

NAOMI:
But I enjoyed hearing the parable of the lost sheep.  Jesus said, “Suppose a man had a hundred sheep,” …

DANIEL throws the ball towards ISAAC who catches it and throws it to NATHAN.

ISAAC:
(Interrupts her), A bit like you, Reuben, with your flock of sheep.

REUBEN:
And you, Isaac, being a shepherd.

NAOMI:
“And then,” says Jesus, “if the farmer loses one of them, he would leave the ninety-nine sheep and go all out to look after that missing one.  When he finds it, he would put it on his shoulders, take it home and have a party with his friends and neighbours”.

ISAAC:
What about his family, don’t they go to the party?

JEMIMA:
Of course his family go to the party, that’s taken for granted.  

NAOMI:
Anyway, Jesus said, “That story is like when a sinful person repents and comes to God.  There is more rejoicing in heaven over that one repentant person, than there is over the ninety-nine respectable folk who don’t need to repent”.

BENJAMIN:
Jesus certainly sounds a very gifted man indeed.  Now, Naomi and Jemima, please try and get a message to him.  It’s difficult for us to travel far as two of our group have to use crutches.  So, could you ask Jesus if he would come to this nearby village.  Would you do that?

NAOMI:
Of course, Ben.  We’ll gladly try and find Jesus for you, and give him your message.

BENJAMIN:
The local villagers won’t be happy at ten lepers turning up in their High Street.  So ask Jesus if he’d mind walking along this very road.  We’ll keep an eye out for him and call out when we see him.

NAOMI and JEMIMA pick up their baskets now containing well wrapped-up empty wine bottles.  They exit the stage 

SCENE SIX

BENJAMIN:
(Calls out after them).  Tell him there are ten men desperately needing to meet him.  (Turns to the men).  Well guys, let’s enjoy finishing the food brought to us.  Home-cooking, you can’t beat it.  Then we can prepare for a night’s sleep - under the stars.

NATHAN:
Yer a minute.  I don’t need to be told when to eat or sleep.  I’ll eat my food and go to sleep when I feels like it.

DANIEL:
Nathan, if you don’t want your food I’ll ‘ave it.
DANIEL snatches up the bread and cheese from NATHAN, who promptly jumps on him.  They roll over each other watched by the others.

REUBEN:
For goodness’ sake!  Let’s enjoy our meal in peace.  Hopefully, then we’ll all be bettered tempered.

DANIEL:
Oi!  Who are you callin’ bad-tempered?  There’s nothin’ wrong with my temper.  Just don’t like seein’ good food goin’ to waste, that’s all.

NATHAN:
Yeah.  You speak for yerself, Reuben.  There’s nothin’ wrong with my temper neither.

SAUL and GIDEON move to the centre of the layby and address the whole group.

SAUL:
It was fascinating listening to the women talking about Jesus and his miracles.  He’s certainly caught the people’s attention, and mine. 

GIDEON:
And his teaching sound interesting.  It was a good idea of yours, Ben, to suggest we come to search for him.  But could Jesus really cure us?  And of leprosy? 

SAUL:
Nor me.  I’d like to but, as the women said, his miracles are fantastic; too fantastic for us to believe.  Also, we are outcasts of society.  Why should a great man, like this Jesus, bother with lepers?

GIDEON:
He’s not supposed to come near us, and certainly not touch us.  I doubt very much he’ll bother to visit Bethdala.  He’ll stay in Jerusalem; preach in the synagogue, if he’s allowed to preach in there.

BENJAMIN:
And if he can’t preach in the synagogue then no doubt he’ll preach on the hillsides, as he’s doing already.  But it’s not preaching we want, it’s healing of this stinking disease.

REUBEN:
He’ll never heal us of leprosy.  We’ve got it, and that’s that.  We’ll have to learn to put up with it.

SAUL:
Some of the reports about feeding the multitude could be exaggerated.  Likewise controlling the weather conditions and walking on water.

GIDEON:
I didn’t like to express my doubts to the women, but it’s difficult to really believe all those stories.  I didn’t have the heart to disappoint them, especially the delightful Jemima.

NATHAN:
Some of us ‘ave been telling you not to believe all you ‘ear.  Take good news with a pinch of salt.  I always does.

ISAAC:
And me.  Even if Jesus could heal me of leprosy, he couldn’t replace the part of me nose that’s already rotted away.  Could he?  Who would marry me with my disfigured face?  No-one.

SAUL:
Nor would he be able to give me back my missing toes that have rotted and dropped off.  It’s disappointing, Ben, as I’d like to believe that Jesus could do something for us.

GIDEON:
I think the women were just trying to cheer us up.  They cheered me up by just coming here.

DANIEL:
But as for ‘ealing us lepers.  Nah, that’s never likely to ‘appen.

AMOS:
At last some of you have come to your senses.

ISAAC:
We’re doomed.  And that’s definite, that is.  But as for me future, I won’t be here much longer.  I’m taking meself off with a good dose of poison.

SAUL:
Perhaps Jesus could help a little bit by just stopping the leprosy we already have from spreading any further in our bodies.  I’d be satisfied with partial healing.

LEVI:
The trouble with you, Saul and Gideon, you’re gullible.  Too much music is buzzing around in your heads.  It makes you dreamy and impractical.  You should be more realistic.  Face up to life, with all its consequences.

AMOS:
You mean, face up to a slow death.  For some of us our bodies have already started to rot.  We’re going to be living corpses.  I may well do the same as young Isaac.  Take my life, and death, into my own hands.  Finish myself off before the leprosy becomes too unbearable.

ISAAC:
We should find out which plants are highly poisonous.  Then start collecting them.  Make them into a brew and drink it.

LEVI:
I’m all for doing the same, because there’s no hope of us being healed.  These stories we’ve heard about Jesus’ miraculous powers, are just that: stories.  People living in fantasy-land.

AMOS:
Miraculous powers!  Hah!  Tricks more likely.

ISAAC:
One day the people will wake up and realise the truth, that all these so called miracles are just a load of rubbish.  They’ve been taken in by magic, or somethink like that.

BENJAMIN:
(Stands to his feet and address everyone).  It does all seem too good to be true.  (He sighs loudly).  But I had wondered if there might be a slight hope for us.  

REUBEN:
However, unless we meet with him, I fear we’re all hopeless cases.  As young Isaac is fond of saying, we’re all doomed.  Doomed to a painful and hideous life away from our families.  And doomed to die without dignity or comfort.

ISAAC:
And some of us are doomed to be grotesque.

DANIEL:
(Kicks and throws the ball into the air catching it with his foot).  Look on the bright side, you young blokes; you won’t ‘ave the temptation of women because they’ll run a mile from you.

BENJAMIN:
We can do without your insensitive remarks, Daniel.  

DANIEL:
Oi!  Who are you calling insensitive?  I ‘ave very fine feelings, I ‘ave.

NATHAN:
And I does.  Me and ‘im are both very sensitive.

GIDEON:
(Sighs loudly).  There is one good thing about death, it would bring release from the horrors we’ll experience as this leprosy progresses even further.

JOSHUA:
(Picks up his bag).  Well, men, we didn’t have a psalm this morning before we set off, so how about one now? (Takes out a scroll from his bag).

AMOS:
Don’t quote any psalms to me.  I don’t want to hear them.

LEVI:
Nor me.  Don’t see the point of listening to them.  That King David didn’t have leprosy, did he?  So why was he always moaning and complaining?

REUBEN:
He mostly complains about the treatment he received from his enemies.

AMOS:
Enemies!  If my body was free of leprosy I wouldn’t complain about enemies.  Hah!

NATHAN:
Yer a minute.  That Kind David was always feelin’ sorry for ‘imself.  Leprosy would ‘ave given ‘im somethin’ to be sorry about.

DANIEL:
Yeah.  Didn’t ‘e used to live in a palace most of ‘is life?  So I don’t want to listen to ‘is ramblins.

JOSHUA:
As well as sad psalms, King David also wrote a lot praising God and thanking Him.

AMOS:
Yes, well, living in a palace he ought to have thanked God.  He should have tried living in a leprosy compound.  Wouldn’t be so quick to praise his Creator then, I can tell you.

JOSHUA:
I have an appropriate psalm here, I’ll search it out.

Groans from AMOS, LEVI, NATHAN, DANIEL and ISAAC.

NATHAN:
Don’t bother on my account.  Give them psalms a rest?

DANIEL:
Yeah, I don’t find psalms very upliftin’, if that’s what they’re supposed to be.  Downright depressin’, I calls them.

JOSHUA:
We can’t go to the temple to worship the Lord.  Nor to hear the word of the Lord read to us.  So here goes.  (Gets to his feet and begins to read Psalm 42: vv 1-5).

As a deer longs for a stream of cool water,


so I long for you, O God.


I thirst for you, the living God:


When can I go and worship in your presence?


Day and night I cry, and tears are my only food:


all the time my enemies ask me, “Where is your God?”

DANIEL:
Oh, ‘ere ‘e goes.  Dismal, just as I expected.  I’m off.  (He gets up to leave, kicking the ball ahead of him).
NATHAN:
I don’t want to ‘ear all that claptrap neither.  (Exits the lay-by).
AMOS, LEVI, NATHAN, DANIEL and ISAAC leave the layby.

SCENE SEVEN

JOSHUA:
(Continues reading the psalm).

My heart breaks when I remember the past,


when I went with the crowds to the house of God


and led them as they walked along.


A happy crowd, singing and shouting praise to God.


Why am I so sad?  Why am I so troubled?


I will put my hope in God, and once again I will praise him,


my Saviour and my God.

BENJAMIN:
Thanks, Joshua.  (Rises to his feet).  Our hopes for healing are on Jesus, who his disciples believe to be the Son of God.  I wonder if he is.  Now, how about some exercise before settling down for the night.  Saul can’t walk far with crutches but a brief change of scenery would be nice.  We may as well enjoy seeing this countryside, even for half-an-hour, before the moon comes out.

JOSHUA:
I’d like to try and forget my odious condition for a brief while.  I fully expect the leprosy to break out on my other hand, and then those fingers will gradually be gone.

REUBEN:
I may as well join you.  Enjoy what beauty I can before this leprosy moves on to the rest of my face, perhaps even into my eyes.  Then blindness will make it impossible to enjoy the sight of anything.  We’re hopeless cases, all of us.  We’ll have to make the most of what little pleasures we can get in this miserable life of ours.

SAUL:
(Picking up his crutches).  I should be able to walk a bit before my leg starts to ache.

GIDEON:
(Gives Saul a help to his feet).  Come on, pal, a run around these fields will see you sleep OK tonight.

BENJAMIN:
Did you all get enough to eat?  We had to share it with our new companions, so there wasn’t as much for ourselves as I’d expected.  But we couldn’t have left them out, could we?

JOSHUA:
They are a resentful and angry lot.  At war with everyone.

BENJAMIN:
It’s understandable.  I hope Amos was wrong when he said that we’re going to be living corpses.  Come on, let’s go before the night comes on.  Our only hope for a better future is in this guy Jesus.

The five men move from the lay-by.  Stage lights dim slightly as the evening closes in.  If curtain available, it closes.

END OF ACT 1
I N T E R V A L
ACT 2
SCENE ONE
TIME: Morning

*
Sounds of birds singing - the dawn chorus.

*
The ten men loll around the lay-by drinking water or wine and munching apples.

BENJAMIN’s cousin MIRIAM and her daughter RUTH, arrive with baskets of food and bottles of wine.

BENJAMIN:
(Calls out to them and rubbing his hands).  Morning, ladies.  You’re a welcome sight.  There are nine men with me now, not four as I said in my message to you.  And we’re all ready for breakfast. 

The women place the food and wine on the large stones at the edge of the lay-by and stand back.  BENJAMIN approaches them.

BENJAMIN:
This smells good.  Where’s your husband, Miriam?  Surely he came with you?

MIRIAM:
He’s back there amongst the trees.  He wouldn’t come any further.

BENHAMIN:
Ah, hiding.  Don’t blame him.  (He indicates his four friends).  These are my friends, Josh, Reuben, Gideon and Saul. 

The men nod and smile at the women.

BENJAMIN:
The other five men over there joined us yesterday. (He indicates the newcomers). Amos, Levi, Daniel, Nathan and Isaac.

These men also nod in the women’s direction.  Noisy singing from DANIEL and NATHAN.  They act the fool by prancing about with mock bowing etc to the women.
DANIEL:
Thank you, ladies.  Thank you, ladies; 

For bringin’ food - to such as me;


Thank you, ladies.  Thank you, ladies;  


I’ll eat the lot, you wait and see.

NATHAN:
Thank you, ladies.  Thank you, ladies; 

For bringin’ food - to such as me;


Thank you, ladies.  Thank you, ladies; 


I’ll eat the lot, you wait and see.
DANIEL and NATHAN toss the hand-made ball to one another.  BENJAMIN stays with the two women listening to their latest news.

BENJAMIN:
(Addresses the women).  Tell these men here the things that you’ve heard about Jesus and the miracles he’s been doing.
BENJAMIN passes the food and wine to JOSHUA and REUBEN who give it out to the other men.  REUBEN tosses apples and oranges for the men to catch.

MIRIAM:
We met your sister yesterday, Ben, and she told us that you want to meet with him.  We’ve heard lots of things and the whole area is buzzing with what he’s been doing.  But he’s not far from here now: he’s in Jerusalem.  

RUTH:
There are some awesome things being said about him.  It makes me speechless.  

MIRIAM:
Jesus has healed so many people it’s difficult to remember them all.  But my father was telling us, Ben, that as Jesus was leaving Jericho a blind beggar named Bartimaeus was sitting at the roadside  …

ISAAC:
(Interrupts her).  Like what we’re doing here.

MIRIAM:
Yes, just like you.  When Bartimaeus heard the crowd around Jesus, he called out to him.  So Jesus went to him and said, “Cheer up.”

NATHAN:
That’s a daft thing to say to someone who was blind.  What did ‘e ‘ave to be cheerful about?  Bruises from bumpin’ into things?

RUTH:
Jesus asked Bartimaeus what he wanted him to do.

NATHAN:
What did ‘e think the poor old feller wanted ‘im to do?

RUTH:
He may have wanted money or food.

MIRIAM:
Anyway, Bartimaeus said he wanted to see again.  So Jesus replied, “Off you go, on your way.  Your faith has restored your sight.”  And immediately Bartimaeus could see perfectly and followed Jesus out of Jericho.  

RUTH:
(Very expressively).  Perfect eyesight he had.  Just perfect.  Then there was another man who had been born blind.  And what do you think Jesus did this time?

REUBEN:
I don’t suppose he managed to make him see if he’d been born blind.  That would be impossible.

RUTH:
Well, Jesus told the man that he, Jesus, was the light of the world.  Then he spat on the ground and made some paste.  He placed it on the man’s eyes and told him to go and wash in the Pool of Siloam.  That, apparently, was to test the man’s faith.  However, the man did as Jesus said, and lo and behold, that once blind beggar could also see perfectly.  It was on the Sabbath, and the Pharisees were furious.  

MIRIAM:
They questioned the man’s parents checking if he really had been blind from birth.  The parents told them to go and talk to their son, as he could speak for himself.  The Pharisees did that, but were furious at getting confirmation of the man’s spectacular healing.  They then expelled him from the synagogue.

RUTH:
(Demonstrates).  Out!  Out!  Out and sent packing!  

MIRIAM:
His neighbours couldn’t believe he’d been healed.  They thought they were seeing a different man.  Which off course they were.  Once he was blind but now he could see.  

RUTH:
I expect he was bursting with happiness.  Anyone who’d been in his position would be.  He no longer had to grope his way around trying to avoid bumping into people and things.  No wonder he seemed different.  But, not everyone’s pleased with these healings.  Oh, no.

MIRIAM:
There’ve been some problems regarding Jesus healing on the Sabbath.  One day, he was teaching in the synagogue and saw a crippled woman, bent over double.  

RUTH:
For eighteen years!  Like this.  (Demonstrates).

MIRIAM:
So Jesus said to her, “Woman, you are free from your illness!”  Then he placed his hands on her and immediately she straightened up.  

RUTH:
After eighteen years!  The poor thing had been bent over for all that time.  Like this.  Then she straightened up.  Just like this.   (Demonstrates).   Imagine it.  I expect she thought she was dreaming.  The synagogue officials were furious.

DANIEL:
Why?  They should ‘ave been pleased for the poor old ‘oman.

BENJAMIN:
What was wrong with that?.

MIRIAM:
Because it was the Sabbath, and healing was work, which should not be done on the Sabbath.

RUTH:
Jesus had quite a few things to say to them about that, I can tell you.  He called them hypocrites and frauds, and gave them a right good lecture.  They didn’t like that, but Jesus doesn’t stand for any nonsense, he …

DANIEL:
(Interrupts her).  Quite right too.  Yer, I likes this Jesus.  Speaks ‘is mind, like what I does.  This yer Jesus reminds me of meself.

BENJAMIN:
Jesus doesn’t sound a bit like you, young man.  Go on, Miriam.

MIRIAM:
Jesus pointed out to the officials that if one of their animals was thirsty, they would unfasten it from its stall and take it out for a drink.  So how much more important it was, that that woman should be loosened from her paralysis and set free on the Sabbath.

RUTH:
They didn’t like that, not one little bit, I can tell you.

MIRIAM:
And that’s not all he’s done.  At the other end of Jerusalem a paralysed young man was brought on his bed for Jesus to heal him.

AMOS:
Did that stump Jesus?  I wouldn’t expect anything to be done for a paralytic.
MIRIAM:
Well it didn’t stump him.  Because of the crowds surrounding Jesus, the friends of this young man had to carry him up on to the roof.  

RUTH:
Then they removed loads of tiles, to the left and to the right they went.  (Flings her arms in all directions).  Then lowered him down through the ceiling to the room below.

NATHAN:
What’s known as droppin’ in’ for a drink or somethin’.  Ha-ha.

MIRIAM:
Jesus was teaching the people of the house.  But he didn’t ignore the poor young man.  He stopped teaching and healed the youngster.

RUTH:
And here’s something that will especially interest all of you.

SAUL:
(Watching her admiringly).  What, Ruth?  What would especially interest us?  Apart from yourself.
RUTH:
Jesus has been healing people with all kinds of conditions; the blind, the deaf, the dumb and those with fevers and those who can’t walk.   And, he’s healed people with leprosy.  What do you think of that?  My mind boggles at all these miracles.

MIRIAM:
In some places, particularly in Gennesaret, people only had to touch the hem of his garment and they were instantly healed.  But what about the most astonishing thing that Jesus has done?  

ALL MEN:
What?

MIRIAM:
He’s been raising the dead!

ALL MEN:
Raising the dead?

RUTH:
Raising the dead!  Mind-boggling, isn’t it?

BENJAMIN:
Who has he raised from the dead?

RUTH:
It makes me speechless, I can tell you.  First there was the only son of a widow living in the city of Nain.  Jesus reached Nain when they were having the funeral for the young man.  He was in his coffin, lying down, he was.  

DANIEL:
I wouldn’t expect him to be sitting up.  (SAUL pushes him out of the way and DANIEL addresses him).  Oi!  Who are you shovin’ around?

RUTH:
His mother was crying bitterly, as you can imagine.  Then Jesus went up to her and said, “Don’t weep.”

NATHAN:
That’s a stupid thing to say to someone at a funeral.  If I’d been that woman, I’d ‘ave told ‘im to shove off.  (SAUL shoves him out of the way and he bumps into DANIEL). 

RUTH:
Well it’s a good thing she didn’t, for Jesus touched the open coffin and said, “Young man, get up”.  And he did.  (Demonstrates).  He sat up and then stepped right out of his coffin.  His mother was beside herself with happiness.  If I’d been there I’d have been dancing around that coffin with my tambourine.  (Does a pretend tambourine dance).

MIRIAM:
Then there was also Jairus’s daughter.

BENJAMIN:
Is that Jairus, who is a ruler in the synagogue?

MIRIAM:
That’s the one.  The family were all in mourning.  Jesus called at their house and went to the room where her body was and said, “Little girl, get up.”

NATHAN:
That yer Jesus seems fond of tellin’ people to get up.  Bosses people around just like this yer Saul.

RUTH:
Well she did.  She got up.  (Demonstrates).  Sat up on her bed; and then sat down on a chair.  Then she sat at the table with her parents and had a meal.  What do you think of that?  Her parents were ecstatic.  They’re still celebrating her return to life.

MIRIAM:
You haven’t heard everything yet.  A man, Lazarus is his name, and he lived in Bethany with his two sisters, Mary and Martha.  Jesus already knew the family and was very fond of them.  But when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he didn’t go straight away to see him ...

DANIEL:
(Interrupts her).  Couldn’t have been all that fond of Lazarus, or ‘e’d ‘ave been there like a shot.

MIRIAM:
He had a reason for not going straight away.  Anyway, after two days, Jesus went to see Mary and Martha.  He told people that he was going to wake Lazarus up.  Then was told that Lazarus had been in his tomb for four days.
RUTH:
Four days!  Words completely fail me at all this.  (Takes a deep breath).  So then Jesus said to those around him, “I’m doing this so that you can believe in me.” So you see, that was his reason for not going straight away.  Martha warned Jesus that as Lazarus had been dead four days that his body would already be decomposing.  That there would be a terrible smell from it.  And there would be, would there?  

MIRIAM:
But Jesus told them to take away the stone covering the tomb and called out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”  

RUTH:
And he did.  (Demonstrates).  He walked right out of that tomb.  Then Jesus told the mourners to unwind his grave clothes including the one wrapped around his face.  Lazarus had been dead and was now alive.  Isn’t that something?

All the men shake their heads in amazement.

BENJAMIN:
Hearing all these things, it fair takes your breath away.

NATHAN:
You be careful, with no breath in you, you’ll be dead.

MIRIAM:
The leaders in the city don’t like him, one little bit.  
JOSHUA:
What exactly have they got against him?

MIRIAM:
(She begins to count on her fingers).

One: He’s healing people just about everyday, including on the Sabbath.  


Two: He’s forgiving people their sins.  That’s upsetting the priests.  What else, Ruth?

RUTH:
(Also starts counting on her fingers).  

Three: He’s preaching in the synagogue.  In fact, he’s preaching and teaching all over the place.  That’s upsetting priests, teachers, lecturers and synagogue rulers.

Four: His teaching takes the form picture stories so that ordinary folk can understand him.  Straightforward, no-nonsense sermons.  That definitely upsets the Pharisees, priests and lecturers.


Five: He’s casting evil out of people afflicted with it.  That’s upsetting the priests, because they can’t do it.  You’d think they’d be pleased, wouldn’t you?  Jealous they are.  Anything else, Mum?

MIRIAM:
(Continues counting on her fingers).  

Six: Doing miracles, such as feeding thousands and thousands of people on the hillsides.  

RUTH:
This, of course, infuriates all the city and synagogue rulers.

MIRIAM:
Seven: He’s mixing with tax collectors, prostitutes and Roman soldiers. 

RUTH:
That upsets everyone, except tax collectors, prostitutes and Roman soldiers.

MIRIAM:
Eight: Then there’s him raising the dead.  

RUTH:
To the fury of all the city leaders and priests.

MIRIAM:
Nine: And, would you believe this, he’s encouraging folk to give their money away.  That’s upsetting most of the rich folk, as you can imagine.

RUTH:
But not the poor, who are delighted.  The rich giving their money away, when I think about that, well, it makes me speechless.  (Takes a deep breath).  And, this is most important; Jesus has been teaching folk that people are only really unclean by what comes out of their hearts.  For out of our hearts comes murder, deceit, slander and all those kind of horrible things.  Those are what make someone really unclean.

MIRIAM:
Many people believe that he’s the Son of God, and that God has given him authority to perform miracles.  Some are saying he’s the Messiah that we’ve been told by the prophets to expect.

RUTH:
And that, above everything else is what really angers the city leaders.  Imagine - people believing that Jesus must be the expected Messiah.  And I agree with them.

Silence from everyone as they look at each other. 

ALL MEN:
(Mutter among themselves).  The Messiah!  They think he’s the Messiah?  Is that right?  Can that be true?  People think he’s the Messiah!

BENJAMIN:
This information is mind-blowing.  I would be very grateful, we all would be, Miriam, if you two could also try and get a message to Jesus.  Ask him to visit Bethdala so that we may meet with him there.  We’ll start making our way as soon as we’ve had breakfast. 

JOSHUA:
Ben’s sister and niece are also going to try to speak to him, but any additional help is more likely to meet with success.

MIRIAM:
Of course we’ll try and get a message to him.  Although we may not be able to get near him because of the crowds.  But it won’t be for the want of trying.

RUTH:
We could try early this evening.  By then most of the crowd will have gone home for their evening meal.  That’s if he doesn’t produce miraculous food again and feeds them all.  (Claps her hands excitedly).  You never know what Jesus is going to do next.

MIRIAM:
Come on, Ruth; let’s make for Jerusalem straight away.

MIRIAM and RUTH pick up the empty baskets and exit the stage.  BENJAMIN waves goodbye to them.

SCENE TWO

LEVI:
Can there really be some hope for us?  Can we be sure that all these stories are not just gossip?  Should we ignore it?

SAUL:
Hold on, Levi.  If there’s the slightest possibility, the very slightest, of being healed of this horrendous disease, I’d like to take advantage of it.

GIDEON:
I agree with Saul.  What have we got to lose?  Either we get healed or we don’t.

AMOS:
But will Jesus come to Bethdala?  Should we start making our way to the village?  Will we miss him staying in this lay-by?
BENJAMIN:
I’m sure my relatives will do their utmost to find him.  They’ll also do their utmost to persuade him to come to Bethdala: it’s not that far from Jerusalem.  Nor is the village far from here.  Why, we can see some houses from this road.  Don’t give up.

DANIEL:
Amos is just sayin’ what we all think.  I ‘ave my doubts that Jesus will want to bother with the likes of us.  There’ll be so many people followin’ ‘im, we won’t get a chance to be ‘eard.

SAUL:
We’ve all got bells to ring.  So we could all shout to get people’s attention.  Then we should ask a few of them to take Jesus a message.  Next we could …

AMOS:
(Interrupts him).  We’re cast-offs in society, Saul.  We’re lepers.  Whatever we’ve been in the past with orchards, flocks of sheep and thriving businesses, we’re now very unimportant people.  The scum of society.  That’s what I think, anyway.

ISAAC:
I’ve always thought we were doomed.  But perhaps there is a small hope that we could be made well again.

JOSHUA:
Look guys, there’s more than just a glimmer of hope.  I believe that if we meet with Jesus, our healing will become a reality.  We should wait patiently for Ben’s relatives to get his message through to Jesus.  

BENJAMIN:
(Addresses AMOS and his group).  Well it’s up to you, Amos, and your four companions.  We five are going to make our way to Bethdala and trust my message gets through to Jesus. Think carefully, this may be your only chance of getting healed.  Once you’re pronounced clean you can really feel life is worthy living again.  This is the opportunity of a lifetime.

AMOS:
It seems to be too good to be true.  Who has heard of anyone being actually healed instantly of this hideous disease?  And not after the toes and fingers have dropped off.  Those can’t be replaced. 

ISAAC:
Can an eye be replaced?  Can a face be repaired after disfigurement?  But perhaps Jesus could do this as he’s so gifted from God to do miracles.

BENJAMIN:
Well, we can’t ignore the wonderful things we’ve heard.  Most of us are family men.  Some with a wife and children; others with parents who rely on them.

DANIEL:
Me and Nathan got no family, but we still wants to be ‘ealed.  But what’s the point of goin’ around raisin the dead?  If people didn’t stay in their graves, or tombs, there wouldn’t be enough food for everyone.  

NATHAN:
Nor ‘ouses for them to live in.  Folks ‘ave to die sometime, to make way for the younger generation.

JOSHUA:
Perhaps the instances we’ve heard about were to prove something.

AMOS:
Such as?  Prove what?  What’s he trying to prove?

JOSHUA:
To show people that Jesus has been given special authority from God as proof that he is the expected Messiah.  That he’s been sent from God.  That he, Jesus, is greater than the angels.  That he is indeed, the Christ, our Messiah.  This is mind-blowing; I can hardly believe what I’m saying.

REUBEN:
It’s awesome.  I can scarcely take it in.  I never expected to meet with the Messiah.  I’m going to enjoy my meal, now that I have something good to look forward to.  This will be the best meal I’ve had since being told I had leprosy.  We could eat as we walk along the road.

AMOS:
I just hope, Benjamin, that the women get your message to Jesus.  And that he agrees to visit us.  I only hope that he can do something for us. The priests certainly can’t, except pronounce on us a life of doom and despair.

ISAAC:
Perhaps we’re not doomed for ever as I thought we were.  Maybe we won’t be lepers for the rest of our lives.  If I get healed I’ll be able to marry the girl of me dreams.

JOSHUA:
(Glances towards GIDEON and SAUL).  If we’re all healed I suspect a couple of other young men will start thinking of marriage, to the girls of their dreams.

BENJAMIN:
Well, men, all this information we’ve been given about Jesus and his healing powers needs some thinking about.  Amazing, isn’t it?  Everything already seems brighter and more beautiful.  I suppose that’s what hope does for you.

GIDEON:
You’re right, Ben, hope changes our whole aspect of life.  Your relatives have given us all hope, not only for healing, but even beyond that.

SAUL:
I had given up hope of expecting anything good in the future.  But now with the prospect of just meeting with Jesus, well, I feel revitalised.  Perhaps we need only to touch the hem of his garment to be made well again.

Distant sounds of several voices can be heard and gradually getting louder.  The men stop talking to each other.  They listen to nearby voices.  MIRIAM and RUTH re-appear.

SCENE THREE

MIRIAM:
We hadn’t got very far and we saw him.

BENJAMIN:
Who?  Not Jesus already?

RUTH:
Yes, and he’s coming this way, with two of his disciples.

NAOMI and JEMIMA arrive at the edge of the lay-by.

RUTH:
(Excitedly waving her arms).  He’s coming this way.  He’s coming this way.

NAOMI:
Jesus arrived in Bethdala early this morning, Ben, and we were able to give him your message.  Now he’s coming this way.

Some of the men pick up their bells and ring them as they rush to the side of the lay-by and shout towards the stage wings where the women are standing.

ALL MEN:
Jesus, Master, help us.  Master, Jesus, have pity us.


Mercy, have mercy.  Jesus, Master, have mercy and heal us.

JEMIMA:
(Runs to the lay-by and waves back towards Jesus).  Here he is, everyone.  Here is Jesus.  

NAOMI:
He’s kindly agreed to visit you all.  Here he is.  

All the women stand back as JESUS enters the lay-by.  He sees the ball on the ground, kicks it lightly into the air, catches it and throws it across to DANIEL).
BENJAMIN:
We’re very grateful, Rabbi, that you’ve come to see us.  You must be thirsty after your journey.  Please take a seat and some refreshments. (Offers him a cup of wine and a cake).

JESUS takes control of the situation as all the men gather around him, some standing while others sit on the ground.

JESUS:
(Sits down on a large tree stump and takes the wine and cake).  I couldn’t fail to hear your shouts.  I understand you men want to meet with me.

BENJAMIN:
We’re all lepers, Rabbi, as you’ve guessed by the crutches and bandages.  How glad we were to hear that you were in Jerusalem.  We also heard that through your gift of healing, people were being cured of all kinds of diseases.

JOSHUA:
We’ve been told that your healing powers include curing people of leprosy.  Is that true, Rabbi?  How come you have this gift of healing?  None of the other rabbis have this gift.

JESUS:
Yes, it is true, I do heal the sick.  Let’s all sit down for a while.


Remember the words of the prophet Isaiah.


“Behold!  Everyone who is thirsty, come to the waters;


And you who have no money, come, buy and eat.


Yes, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.


Why do you spend money for what you can’t eat,


and your wages for what does not benefit you?


Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is nourishing,


and let your soul delight itself in abundance.


Pay attention, and come to Me.  Hear, and your soul shall live.”

BENJAMIN:
What does all that mean?  What’s that got to do with healing?

SAUL:
I don’t understand anything that you’re saying.

JESUS:
Your ancestors ate manna that had been sent by God in the wilderness, but later died.  Probably of old age.  However, today, I am the living bread which has come down from heaven.  If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever, and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world.

GIDEON:
But to eat your flesh would be cannibalism.

JOSHUA:
I think Jesus is referring to spiritual food.  Is that not right, Rabbi?  Food for our immortal souls?

JESUS:
Correct.  But as with the food and drink before us, (He indicates the bottles of wine and plates of food in the lay-by,) you also need spiritual food.  When you’re hungry you search for food; bread is just an example: and you eat it gladly.  When you’re thirsty, you look for water or wine.  These things are essential not only for your health but to actually keep you alive.  So, how much more important is spiritual food and drink, for your souls: your inner being.

DANIEL:
I don’t care for sermons.  Plain speaking is what I likes.
JESUS:
Ah, but look at it like this.  The Word of God is the flour, and sermons are the bread.   It’s through sermons that God’s Word is prepared for human understanding.  And brought in that way so that you may be able to accept it.  The Word of God, remember, is rich food but also plain food.  It will make people grow spiritually strong.  It’s also abundant food.  More than enough for millions and millions to feed on throughout the ages.

NATHAN:
We thought you would ‘eal us like.  Not talk about food and drink.  I wants to live, but without this ‘orrible leprosy.

DANIEL:
Yeah, me too.  I got no appetite for ‘ardly anythin’ since getting’ this disease.

BENJAMIN:
Your lack of appetite, Dan, hasn’t been noticeable.

SAUL:
So you are saying that we should … what?  Listen to you?  Believe you?  Trust you?  Is that what you mean saying you’re bread from the Father?

JESUS:
It is.  And not only bread, but also water and wine.  He that drinks of me will never thirst again.

JOSHUA:
Again, if I understand correctly, Rabbi, you’re referring to spiritual water.  Am I right? 

JESUS:
Right.  Think of it like this.  Water is thirst-removing; life-preserving; cleansing and fire-quenching.  It’s also nurturing: plants and trees must have water to produce vegetables and fruit.

JOSHUA:
Are you saying that these things can become a spiritual reality in our lives?  Are you saying, Rabbi, that believing and trusting in you can satisfy our spiritual hunger and thirst?

JESUS:
I am saying just that.  I am the bread of life.  He who comes to Me shall never hunger and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.

AMOS:
You quote the prophet Isaiah who says, buy food and drink without money.  But nothing is had without money, or at least bartered in an exchange for something else.  I’m a successful businessman; I know what I’m talking about.

JESUS:
Think about the many things that God gives to all of us, quite freely.  (Picks up two apples and juggles them in the air).

LEVI:
Free? I’ve never heard of anything being free.  
JESUS:
(Continues juggling).  What about the sunshine and the rain.  Are those not free?  Plus the very air we breathe.  Is that not free?

LEVI:
Don’t let the Romans hear you say that, Sir, or they’ll be taxing those very same things.

JESUS:
Think also of natural gifts and abilities.  (Stops juggling the apples and picks up a number of wine and water bottles and lines them up).  Think of all the gifted potters, builders …

NATHAN:
(Interrupts him).  No-one ‘as ever said before that I was gifted.

JESUS:
Farmers, wine-growers, merchants and weavers.  (Picks up a colourful cloth from the food and drapes it around his shoulders).  The list is endless.  The gifts and abilities to do all those things are free.


Also, natural physical abilities.  (Picks up Gideon’s lyre and strums it).  Hearing, sight, speech, taste and touch.  All these came freely.

DANIEL:
And taken from some of us, too.  And look ‘ow we are livin’ now, Sir.  We’re the outcasts of society, we are.  A source of ‘orror to all who meets us.

BENJAMIN:
That’s true.  We’re separated from our families, the community and the temple.

AMOS:
We even have to ring a bell to warn people to keep away from us.  The shame is overwhelming. 

GIDEON:
My only present consolation is my lyre you have there.  At least I can make music.  One of those free gifts from God, I suppose.

ISAAC:
What about sleep?  No-one’s mentioned sleep.  That must be a gift from heaven.  I should know all about that; I’m always glad of it.

AMOS:
I’ll give you any amount of gold and silver if you could get rid of this leprosy from me.  Just name your price.

LEVI:
I won’t be able to give you any money to heal me: I’m already close to bankruptcy.  Life is not worth living for me.

JESUS:
Those bankrupt in this life are of my Heavenly Father’s special interest.  The more people realise that they cannot buy God, the more He delights to satisfy them, when they call upon Him.  I have no need of gold or silver, and my Heavenly Father certainly doesn’t.  Remember the scriptures, “The silver and gold and the thousand cattle on the hills are mine.” says God.  (Stands up and brushes the crumbs from his lap and removes the cloth from around his neck).  So, who wants to be healed?

BENJAMIN:
We all want you to heal us, Rabbi.  All ten of us.  Some of us have been very doubtful that you could or would heal us.  But that’s because what you do for people has been outside our realm of thinking.

REUBIN:
Truly mind-boggling.  I’ve been one of the doubters, but anything you say I’ll do, to get rid of this leprosy.  This disease is the scourge of our society.

LEVI:
Along with the Romans.  They’re also the scourge of our society.

ALL MEN:
(Simultaneously).  Have mercy on us, Master.  Make us whole again.  Get rid of this leprosy.  Make us clean, please, Sir.  Oh, Rabbi, we long to be clean again.  (NATHAN and DANIEL shove each other to get closer to Jesus).  Your honour, we wants to be clean again.

JESUS:
I believe a priest lives close by, on the outskirts of this village.  Off you men go and show yourselves to him.  Remove your bandages and remember to get a certificate from him confirming that the leprosy has gone.  Also, when you can, each of you present him with a gift according to the law of Moses.  Whatever you can afford.  And you, young Isaac, afterwards, make plans for your wedding.
AMOS:
What, just like that, we’re healed.  I don’t feel healed.

REUBIN:
Neither do I, Rabbi.  

JOSHUA:
Perhaps Jesus is testing our faith.
BENJAMIN:
Let’s do as he says.  The priest is nearby and I know where he lives.  We’ll go and see him, but we’ve no gifts to give him just yet.

SAUL:
I don’t suppose he’d accept a flute? (Shows it to Jesus).

GIDEON:
Or a lyre?  (Holds it up for Jesus to see).

BENJAMIN:
Afraid not, Saul.  Let’s worry about our gifts later on.  For no doubt the priest will accept our gifts in the near future.  Follow me.

The ten men quickly exit the lay-by and the four women come into its shelter.  The women offer JESUS refreshments as he sits down on a tree stump.  The women then start picking up the empty bottles and food cloths left in the lay-by.

SCENE FOUR

RUTH:
It doesn’t seem fair, Sir, that a devout man, like Ben, should get that awful skin disease.

JEMIMA:
If my Uncle was an ungodly sort of man, then I’d understand it.  He taught all his family to love God.

NAOMI:
Benjamin’s friends also seem to love God; Joshua carries scrolls with psalms written on them.

JEMIMA:
Fancy!  All those men are going to be healed of the dreaded leprosy.  I wonder what our neighbours will say when we tell them.

MIRIAM:
Our neighbours, Ruth, will be dumbfounded when they hear this news.

RUTH:
I wonder if I’ll see Saul again.  He’s rather handsome.  Do you think he’ll forget about me once he’s cured of leprosy?

JEMIMA:
I wonder if I’ll see that good-looking Gideon again.  Perhaps he’ll forget about me once he’s healed.

NATHAN returned to the lay-by and throws himself down, prostrate, at JESUS’ feet. 
NATHAN:
Thank you, thank you a thousand times, Master, for botherin’ with me and ‘ealin’ me.  I was on the way to see the priest with the others, when I felt my ear was tinglin’, like; really fiery it was.  So I removed the bandage and felt my ear.  All the leprosy ‘ad gone.  And what’s more my ear was as it should be, properly formed like.  I ‘ad to come back and personally thank you, Sir.  I can ‘ardly take it in what’s ‘appened.  Thank you from the bottom of my ‘eart.

JESUS:
There were ten men who were healed; where are the other nine?  (NATHAN doesn’t answer, just bows his head.  JESUS turns to the four women).  Why is this foreigner the only one who came back to give thanks to God?

The women all shrug their shoulders.

NATHAN:
(Rises to his knees before JESUS and takes his hand and then speaks in a broken voice).  I’d given up ‘ope of ever bein’ well again.  Thank you a thousand, thousand times, Your Honour.  Now I can live again.  But I’m a very poor man.  And I’ve no gold or silver to give you as a thank-you present.

JESUS:
I don’t require gold and silver, Nathan.  Nor, indeed, any presents.  What I give, I give freely.

NATHAN:
Just as well, ‘cos I got nothin’ to give you.  Except very, very grateful thanks.  Thank you, Rabbi, for ‘ealin’ me, Sir, and for makin’ me a new man.  After I’ve seen the priest I’ll ‘ave to try and get some work, and I’ll never complain of workin’ again, no matter ‘ow tired I gets.

JESUS:
(Places his hand on Nathan’s head and blesses him).  Get up and off you go to the priest.  Your faith has made you well.

NATHAN exits the stage.  The four women gather around JESUS’ feet as he relates the Old Testament story of Naaman being healed of leprosy.

SCENE FIVE

RUTH:
That was well mannered of Nathan to remember to thank you, Rabbi.  He didn’t forget to do that, did he?  I was just saying that I hope Saul won’t forget me once he’s healed.  He’s very handsome and I think he likes me.

JESUS:
I don’t think you’re easily forgotten, Ruth.  Don’t be surprised if Saul arrives at your parent’s house first thing tomorrow morning.  Playing the flute in the garden, and waking the whole street up with his version of music.  Then be prepared for him to ask your parents their permission to meet with you.

JEMIMA:
All ten men healed of leprosy, including Gideon.  I hope he remembers me and comes and plays his lyre in our garden tomorrow morning.  But I’ll expect he’ be back at his vineyard again.

JESUS:
Don’t give up hope, Jemima.   I’m expecting Gideon to also make an early call to your home.  No doubt playing his lyre in your garden in his attempt to serenade you.  I only hope his singing doesn’t put your parents off him.   But you know, God has healed people of leprosy on other occasions.  Don’t you remember the history of a great army commander called, Naaman.

JEMIMA:
No, I haven’t heard of him.  Have you?  (Turns to the others and they shake their heads).  Who was he?

NAOMI:
Did he live anywhere around here?  Was he from Jerusalem, or one of the other cities?

JESUS:
He was a Syrian and a great man of courage and leadership.  However, leprosy came to him.  A little Hebrew servant girl in his house, recommended to his wife that he seeks out the Hebrew prophet Elisha.  This prophet would pray for Naaman and he’d be healed.


Naaman, as you can imagine, was full of hope and set out with his horses and chariot, plus servants and six thousand pieces of gold, much silver and fine clothing as presents for the prophet.


Now Naaman was a very important man, and the king of Syria sent a letter with Naaman to the king of Israel.  It said, “When you receive this letter, you will see that I have sent with it Naaman, my servant, that you may cure him of his leprosy.”

RUTH:
It was the Hebrew prophet Elisha, not the king, who was supposed to heal him, wasn’t it?

JESUS:
Correct.  When the king of Israel received that letter, he was horrified.  He thought that the king of Syria expected him to heal Naaman of leprosy.  So the king tore his clothes and accused the Syrian king of trying to pick a quarrel with him.  He suspected that the king had sent Naaman as a spy.

RUTH:
That daft king of Syria got it wrong.  Men, they never listen properly.

The other three women all nod their heads vigorously at this.

JESUS:
Well fortunately, the prophet Elisha heard about all this misunderstanding and sent word to the king of Israel, and said, “Why did you tear your clothes?  

NAOMI:
Quite!  Who would have had to repair them?  We women, that’s who.  I’m always repairing my husband’s clothes.

JEMIMA:
Ah, but the king of Israel was a rich man, so I expect he just threw those torn clothes away.

JESUS:
So Elisha said in his note to the king, “Let the man come to me and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.”


So Naaman, with his horses and chariot, went and stood at the door of the house of Elisha.  Now Elisha sent a messenger to Naaman, saying, “Elisha said for you to go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh will be healed.”  Naaman was furious.

MIRIAM:
Why, for goodness sake?  It never does a man any harm to have a good wash.

NAOMI:
They think having a bath is a punishment.

JESUS:
But Naaman turned away, saying, “I had thought the prophet would at least have come out to see me.

MIRIAM:
Like you did, Jesus, here in this lay-by, to see my cousin Ben and his nine companions.

JESUS:
“Then,” exclaimed Naaman angrily, “I would expect the prophet to call on the name of his God.  Perhaps place his hand on my body where the leprosy is and cure me.  I haven’t come all this way to be told to go and have a wash!”

NAOMI:
Men always get like that when told to have a wash.  Healing or no healing, it’s what they all need to do.

MIRIAM:
But they don’t like it do they?  They always try to get out of it.

JESUS:
Naaman certainly did.  “Anyway,” he said, “if only washing is required I could wash in the fine waters of our two rivers in Syria, much better than this muddy River Jordan.”  And so he rode away in quite a temper.

NAOMI:
Typical that is, just typical.

JESUS:
However, his servants begged him to obey Elisha.  So Naaman calmed down and waded into the River Jordan and dipped under seven times and washed himself.  When he came out of the river every trace of leprosy had gone.  His skin was smooth and soft, just like a child’s skin.

RUTH:
Why couldn’t he have done that without making so much fuss?

JESUS:
Quite.  So Naaman rode back to see Elisha to thank him, and to give him many gifts.  But the prophet would take nothing.  “Well, then,” said Naaman, “just let me tell you, Sir, that I believe in your God now, and I’ll never pray to any other god again.  Elisha replied, “Go home, in peace.”  So Naaman went home to his wife and family.  And Elisha went on with his work for God.

MIRIAM:
I expect Ben and the other nine men will rush off to their families and neighbours, once they’ve got their certificates of healing from the priest.

JEMIMA:
Or rushing back to their businesses.

JESUS:
Talking of business, it’s time I continued on my way about my Father’s business.  My disciples are waiting for me to continue our journey back to Jerusalem.  
MIRIAM:
Thank you for healing those men, Rabbi.  Have some fruit for you and your disciples to eat on your journey.  (Hands a basket of fruit to him).

JESUS:
Why thank you, Miriam.  (He accepts the fruit).  What would we men do without you women to look after us?

MIRIAM:
Go hungry and thirsty, Rabbi, but we don’t want that to happen to you.

NAOMI:
My parents, and Ben’ wife and children, will be thrilled to see my brother healed of that awful disease.  Thank you, Rabbi.  And here are two bottles of wine to take with you.

JESUS:
Thank you, Naomi, but I’ll now be on my way. (Walks to the edge of the lay-by, stops and address RUTH and JEMIMA).  Oh, and you two young women, look after Saul and Gideon.  (Winks at them).

WOMEN:
Goodbye, Rabbi.  Goodbye.

JESUS waves to the women as he exits the lay-by and the four women wave to him.
SCENE SIX

MIRIAM:
Well, would you believe it?  Jesus has been amongst us.  Healed those ten men.  Changed their lives for them.  And it cost them nothing.

RUTH:
They could have said thank-you, Mum.  Thankfulness also costs nothing.

MIRIAM:
Perhaps they weren’t healed until they actually reached the priest’s house.  

RUTH:
Well, Nathan was healed just after he left this lay-by.

NAOMI:
I’m sure the men will call back here to let us know how they got on.  We can then ask them when the healing actually took place.

JEMIMA:
You do believe that they’re all going to be healed?

NAOMI:
Oh, yes, without a shadow of doubt.  But they have to get confirmation from the priest, plus a further week’s quarantine before re-entering the community and attending the temple.

JEMIMA:
I bet their families and neighbours will be astonished.  What’s that noise?  I can hear voices coming down the road.

SCENE SEVEN

Sounds of men’s voices getting louder.  The ten men return to the lay-by without using crutches and their bandages have been removed.  All are in exuberant spirits.
BENJAMIN:
It’s miraculous.  I thought we probably had it for life, with all the hideous deformities that accompanies leprosy.  We’ve all seen the priest, and he’s amazed.  But he’s given each of us a certificate, although we still have to wait a week before mixing in the community.  My wife and children will be overjoyed when they see me.  And I’ll think I’m in seventh heaven when I see them and can get back to tending my orchards.  I think my gift to the priest will be a lamb.

REUBEN:
So will mine be – from my own flock.  The leprosy, it’s gone, from all of us!  I can hardly believe it.  Healed, without even touching any of us.  All our despair has gone and we’ve all been given a new lease of life.  Another week’s wait and I’ll be back with my family, and tending my sheep and goats on the wonderful, glorious hills of home.  For those of you who can’t afford a gift to the priest, I’ll give you all a goat each to give to him.

DANIEL:
My skin is perfect.  Better than it was before I ‘ad that filthy disease.

Thanks, Reuben, but me and Nathan will each be able to get two turtle-doves to give to him.

ISAAC:
Not in a thousand years would I have believed that leprosy would have gone from me.  Doomed, I thought I was, until Jesus came into my life.  Only another week then I’ll be off to see my sweetheart’s parents.  Hopefully, I’ll be able to make arrangements to get married.

AMOS:
(Smiling).  Married, you poor young man.  I’ll give you a wedding present: ear-muffs.  That’s the only way you’ll get any peace as a married man.  I’ll be glad to return to my business.  I’ll willingly forgive my mother and sisters for whatever mess they’ve made of it.

GIDEON:
Getting married seems to me to be a good idea, Isaac.  Something for me to consider before my carpentry business makes me too busy.  I’ll soon be up and running again with …

AMOS:
(Interrupts him).  Like your leg, Gideon.  Hah!

GIDEON:
Quite right, Amos.  My business should soon be running healthily, like my leg.  (Looking in JEMIMA’S direction).  Then I’ll propose marriage: to a beautiful girl who wasn’t afraid to visit me when I had leprosy, and with gifts of food and drink.
SAUL:
Of course to a beautiful girl.  (Looks towards RUTH and with a raised eyebrow).  I, too, can think of marriage now that my leprosy has completely gone and I’ve thrown away my crutches.  No more limping and hopping on one foot.  It’ll be back to making pots, and I’ll be singing and whistling all day long.  Jesus has made a new man of me.  The priest was astonished, I can tell you.  Nathan was a bit late seeing him, but got there last of all.

NATHAN:
(Smiling).  I ‘ad to speak personally to the Master, first.  But I didn’t forget to see the priest.  Got my certificate an’ all, I ‘ave.  (Waves it in the air).  Per’aps I’ll follow Isaac’s example, and get myself a wife.

JOSHUA:
We’re all healed.  I can barely wait the necessary seven days before seeing my family again.  My staff at the vineyards will be amazed, as I am myself.  Still can’t believe that that hideous leprosy has disappeared.

LEVI:
Marvellous!  Absolutely marvellous.  I never would have believed it.  Me, healed, and it cost me nothing.  My wife will be astonished; I longing to go and show her my new self.  I’ll even be nice to the Romans, might give them some free fruit and vegetables.

GIDEON takes up his lyre and SAUL takes up his flute and they both play lively music while RUTH and JEMIMA stand near them.

NATHAN and DANIEL do a Scottish Highland fling.  The others do a sort of Indian war-dance.  The two older women clap their hands.  This lasts for about one minute.  Gradually they calm down.

MIRIAM:
Jesus wanted to know why Nathan was the only one to return and give thanks for his healing.

BENJAMIN:
But, Miriam, Jesus told us to go to the priest.  So we did as we were told.

MIRIAM:
When did you realise that you were healed?  When you were going to the priest or when you actually arrived at his house?

BENJAMIN:
For all of us it was just after we left here.  I felt a tingling on my forehead, a sort of burning feeling.  I removed my bandage for comfort and then Josh pointed out that the leprosy had gone. 

JOSHUA:
I had a similar feeling on my left hand.  I, too, removed my bandage and saw immediately that the fingers had been replaced and no sign of leprosy.  I can tell you this has been the best day of my life. 

REUBEN:
When I saw Ben’s forehead clear of the disease I removed my bandage and Ben said, “You’ve been healed!”  The leprosy had gone. And no ulcers, no scars, just clear skin.

NAOMI:
What about you others?  What were your experiences?

GIDEON:
Similar to those three.  I got a fiery feeling on my leg, where the leprosy was.  I removed the bandage, looked at my leg, and the leprosy had gone.  Disappeared - into the atmosphere.

SAUL:
Same with me.  My foot began to burn and tingle, so I removed my bandage and lo and behold, healed.  And not only healed, but the toes I’d lost were all there again.  I couldn’t wait to run to the priest for my certificate of healing.

NAOMI:
(Turns to AMOS and his group).  What about you men.  When did you realise that your leprosy had gone?

AMOS:
Same as the others.  All of us were healed just after we left here.  All with the same tingling, fiery feeling where the disease had been.

LEVI:
My eye was hurting me, sort of.  So I removed my bandage, and like Saul says, lo and behold, healed.  And not only cured of leprosy, but my sight restored.  You can’t get more complete healing than that, can you?

DANIEL:
Along with the other blokes ‘ere, I removed the bandage from my leg and there was no trace anymore of that rotten old disease.  Gone.  I’m like a new man.

NAOMI:
What about you, Isaac?

ISAAC:
Me healing has been spectacular.  Just spectacular.  I was hoping just for the disease to have gone, but me old nose has been restored as well.  I no longer look like a freak with half a nose.

MIRIAM:
So, when you realised that you were healed why didn’t you run back here and thank Jesus?  You could still have gone to the priest afterwards.  After all, who is more important, the healer or the priest who simply confirms the healing?

BENJAMIN:
Well, the healer of course.  But I didn’t think of returning here until after seeing the priest.  Perhaps I was wrong.

REUBEN:
Perhaps we were all wrong, not to have returned immediately we were healed and thank Jesus.  We could thank him now.

NAOMI:
He’s not here now.  He’s with his disciples on their way back to Jerusalem.

JOSHUA:
I must admit I was so full of amazement and delight at being healed, my only thought was to get my certificate and see my family.

ISAAC:
Same with me.  A certificate was my main thought.  And then after a further week’s quarantine, hurry off and see the girl I was going to marry.  See her parents and get permission to make arrangements for me wedding.  

GIDEON:
Maybe we should search for Jesus, and when we find him, give our thanks personally, as Nathan did.

BENJAMIN:
You know guys, I feel ashamed.  We were all so quick to ask Jesus to heal us, begged him to make us clean.  We’ve been at fault, except Nathan, in not being so quick to thank him.

SAUL:
I suggest we don’t waste anymore time lingering here at this roadside.  Even though the sun will soon be high in the sky, we could all make our way to Jerusalem and search for Jesus.  We’re a bit late in thanking him, but better late than never.

JOSHUA:
Meanwhile, before we set out we could thank God for his goodness towards us.  (Gets a scroll out of his bag.  He then reads Psalm 148 quite dramatically.).  Listen to a psalm of praise.

Praise the Lord!


Praise the Lord from heaven, you that live in the heights above.


Praise Him, all His angels, all his heavenly armies.


Praise Him, sun and moon; praise Him, shining stars.


Praise Him, highest heavens, and the water above the sky.


Let them all praise the name of the Lord!


He commanded and they were created; 


by his command they were fixed in their places for ever, 


and they cannot disobey.


Praise the Lord from the earth,


sea-monsters and all ocean depths; and all the depths;


lightening and hail, snow and clouds; 


strong winds, that obey his command.;


Praise him, hills and mountains, fruit-trees and forests;


all animals, tame and wild, reptiles and birds.


Praise him, kings and all peoples; princes and all other rulers;


girls and young men, old people and children too.


Let them all praise the name of the Lord!


His name is greater than all others; 


his glory is above earth and heaven.


He has made his nation strong, so that all his people praise him – 


the people of Israel, so dear to him.  Praise the Lord!
GIDEON plays his lyre and SAUL plays his flute with JEMIMA and RUTH dancing beside them as they lead the way off the stage.

BENJAMIN holds hands with NAOMI and MIRIAM, while the other men link arms as they jig or prance as they exit the stage.  
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