Following the Star drama

By Bob Grinsell

Summary:  Three adult men at a shopping mall discuss Christmas and whether the Star of Bethlehem is true.
Notes: Drama takes place in three scenes, one location. There is a small table, three chairs, lots of Christmas packages, boxes, holiday decorations, etc.; a basic mall coffee shop environment. Three guys are relaxing at the table, obviously tired of the mall and all the shopping. They’ve been friends for a long time, and despite their differences, enjoy each other’s company and are comfortable challenging each other.
Cast

Guy 1 – spiritual, devoted to God
Guy 2 – cynical, devoted to science
Guy 3 – peacemaker, tries to maintain balance between his two friends 
Scene 1
Guy 2
Man, am I beat. We have been all over this mall for hours now.
Guy 1
If I hear ”Jingle Bell Rock” sung by rodents one more time, I’m going to lose it!
Guy 3
I think our wives are trying to single-handedly restart the entire economy!

Guy 2
I hate the mall. It just reminds me of how phony and commercial everything is; it’s all about getting everyone to out-spend each other. 
Guy 3
Come on, it isn’t all bad. You just have to think about the message of the season. You know, “peace on earth, good will to all.”
Guy 2
(sarcastically) Right, And apparently ‘peace on earth’ means I have to buy my mother-in-law a new waffle iron. It’s all a scam.

Guy 1
Well, you could focus on the real reason for the season. The birth of our savior.

Guy 2
Here we go. I knew you were going to turn this into a bible lesson.

Guy 1
(laughing) What? You’re surprised I’d mention Jesus at Christmas time?

Guy 2
No, I’m surprised any time you don’t bring up Jesus.

Guy 3
Come on guys, we’ve been through this before. We can agree to disagree on this, right?

Guy 1
And I don’t disagree with you; the world has made Christmas way too commercial. I get tired of all the Santa and his reindeer and talking snowmen, too.
Guy 2
Well, to me those are no more believable then your bible bedtime stories.
Guy 1
What do you mean?

Guy 2
I’m not saying Jesus didn’t exist, because there’s historical records that prove he did, so fine. But come on. Angels visiting maidens? Wise men? Magic stars? It’s a fairy tale.

Guy 1
Fairy tale? Really? You know, you are the reason one of my favorite bible verses is Psalm 14:1.
Guy 2
Why? What’s it say?

Guy 1
(smiling) “The fool says in his heart there is no God.”

Guy 2
(laughs) Oh, very funny. Okay, maybe I was a little harsh, sorry. But I still say it’s not believable. It’s a scientific impossibility for a star to do what the bible says that one did.

Guy 1
Scientific impossibility, huh? You put a lot of faith into science, don’t you?
Guy 2
All I’m saying is that proper scientific analysis can prove or disprove what’s real.

Guy 3
I don’t know if I’d go that far. A lot of science is still theory, isn’t it?

Guy 2
But it’s theory with facts and data backing it up. You state a premise, and then build the tools to test your theory and prove or disprove it.

Guy 1
Now you know I’m not anti-science, I just have a different opinion of where scientists get their abilities. But, what if I could show how science does prove the biblical account of Christ’s birth?
Guy 2
Wait. Science? Prove the Bible true? If you could do that, I’d, I’d…

Guy 3
Buy him his next cup of coffee.

Guy 2
If he could do that, I’d buy him coffee for the next year!

Guy 1
I was hoping for something more around your heart and soul, but I’ll start with a year of you buying me coffee.

Guy 2
So how do you propose to do this?

Guy 3
I’m curious myself. What have you got?

Guy 1
Okay, I’ll tell you what I’ve learned recently, and where I got my information, so you won’t think I’m just making this up. It’ll take a little time, so are you willing?

Guy 3
Well, the wives are shopping, so I figure we have enough time to go through it.

Guy 2
If the wives are shopping, we have enough time to build a rocket ship and fly to the moon; but that’s a different issue. I’m willing to listen.

Guy 1
Willing to listen. That’s a first step. Let me start with where I got my information.

[Lights go down]
[Scene 2]
Guy 1
Let me start by laying out a foundation for what I’m going to explain, okay? A lot of my information comes from an organization called, “The Star Project,” which presents the research of Rick Larson, who spent years researching ancient astronomy, the historical records and the patterns of stars and planets. His findings have been reviewed and endorsed by, among others, the Chief of Planetary Astronomy at NASA.
Guy 3
So, you’re saying the guy knows his stuff.
Guy 1
I’m just trying to establish that it isn’t just “churchy” research; he studied the science and history as well.

Guy 2
I’m with you so far.

Guy 1
The other guy I need to mention is Johannes Kepler.

Guy 2
Wait, I know that name. Mathematician, right? 

Guy 1
Right. One of the greatest mathematicians of all time, actually. He developed the mathematics that allowed scientist to calculate the exact position of the stars and planets at any time in history. He discovered the Laws of Planetary Motion, still in use today by NASA.

Guy 2
And you’re telling us about him why?

Guy 1
Because like almost all the great scientists of history, he was also a Christian. And one of the first things he worked on after establishing the planetary laws was to try and trace the stars back to the Star of Bethlehem.

Guy 3
Did he find it?

Guy 1
Actually, no. He didn’t.
Guy 2
Ha, there ya go! He couldn’t find it because it didn’t happen. It’s a legend.

Guy 1
Actually, he couldn’t find it because he looked in the wrong place, or more accurately, he looked in the wrong time. He miscalculated the likely year of Jesus’ birth, so when he charted the activity of the stars for the year he thought was right, there was nothing significant to see. But now, when we look at the stars a year or two later in history, the sky comes alive with meaning.
Guy 1
The other problem he had was that he had to do everything with pen and paper, so all he could chart would be an individual moment in the night sky. Now, using software based on Kepler’s work, we can create a full display of the entire night sky, and all the activity that happened over time, and that’s when it really gets amazing.
Guy 2
So amaze us already.

Guy 1
Okay, okay. I’ll start with the account of Jesus’ birth in Matthew. It says, “during the time of King Herod,” which helps us pin-point the year, “magi came from the East to Jerusalem.”
Guy 3
Those are the famous, “We Three Kings,” right?

Guy 2
Except they weren’t really kings, were they?

Guy 1
No. A more accurate interpretation would be “wise men.” These were the educated men of their day, the scientists of their time. They were often court astronomers, consulting with kings. It says they came from the East, which helps us identify what part of the sky they had been observing. And since they couldn’t just jump in a car and drive to Jerusalem, we know they must have been observing star activity that had been happening for a while, and was significant enough to motive them to make the long journey.

Guy 2
Wait, are you saying the Star didn’t just appear on the night Jesus was born?

Guy 1
It couldn’t have. There had to have been something going on in the sky over time that caught their attention, something that told them a major event was happening. Look at what they said when they arrived, “where is the new born king of the Jews? We saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.”

Guy 3
Ya kno, something’s always bothered me about that.

Guy 1
What’s that?

Guy 3
Doesn’t it say that Herod was disturbed by all this? It sounds like it was a surprise to him, and everyone in Jerusalem. How did they not know this had happened, but these astronomers hundreds of miles away did know?

Guy 1
That’s a good question, and it actually helps us narrow down what the Star of Bethlehem could and couldn’t have been. Let’s come back to that.

After some research, the magi are told to go to Bethlehem, and it says the star was ahead of them and “stopped over the place He had been born.”

So, if you were paying attention, we’ve come up with 9 characteristics of the Star of Bethlehem. Can you name them?

Guy 3
Okay, ahhh. It rose in the East, at a specific time. To the magi, it represented birth, and a king.

Guy 2
Birth of a Jewish king, specifically, right? But Herod didn’t know it had happened. Even though it occurred over time.

Guy 3
It was ahead of the Magi on their way from Jerusalem to Bethlehem and it stopped in the sky.

Guy 1
Nice work. You guys are paying attention.

Guy 2
So what do we do with this information?

Guy 1
We use it to investigate the night sky of that time and place in history, and see if anything was going on that would match all 9 of these points. And it has to match all 9, or it’s not the Star of Bethlehem. 

Guy 3
And was there?

Guy 1
You bet there was. Like you couldn’t imagine.

[Lights Fade]

[Scene 3]
 Guy 1
So, we’ve talked about what Matthew records about the Star. Any theories about what the Star of Bethlehem could have been?

Guy 3
What about a meteor?
Guy 2
No, I don’t think so. A meteor is a flash in the sky, very bright, but very temporary. It couldn’t have lasted the length of time described.

Guy 3
A comet? It lasts a longer time.
Guy 1
True, except comets were considered portents of doom. So that would be a bad omen, not a glad tiding. Plus, there is no record of any comets in the sky at that time.
Guy 2
Plus, everyone in Jerusalem would have to pretty dense not to notice a comet.

Guy 3
What about a nova? Seems like a major event in the sky.

Guy 2
Yeah, but again, how could the Jews have not seen it?

Guy 1
You guys are really getting into this. You don’t even need me. Got any other ideas?

Guy 2
The starship Enterprise, jumping through a time portal?

Guy 1
Okay, never mind. You guys do need me. First, let me ask you this, “is everything you see in the night sky a star?”

Guy 2
Well, yeah, other than the moon.

Guy 3
No, there are planets.

Guy 1
Right. And planets behave differently from stars, and carry different meanings, as do the constellations. Astronomers ascribe all sorts of importance to that behavior. For instance, when they change direction.
Guy 2
Whoa, whoa, whoa. What do you mean change direction? They orbit the sun, just like the earth.

Guy 1
Right, but we observe them from a moving position, the earth. So as the earth moves, and the planets move, it can look like they are changing direction.

Guy 3
Sort of like when you pass a car on the freeway. It looks like the other car is going backwards, because you’re moving forward at a different rate.

Guy 1
Right, and when planets do it, it’s called retrograde motion. So, what’s the largest planet in our solar system?
Guy 2
Jupiter.

Guy 1
And Jupiter is named after who?

Guy 2
Roman mythology. Jupiter was the greatest of all the gods. Sort of like Zeus to the Greeks.

Guy 1
Right. Jupiter was known as “the king planet.”

Guy 3
I think I see where you’re going. If Jupiter is the King Planet, then the magi would study its behavior in relation to a possible king.
Guy 1
Right again. And starting in September of 3 B.C., around the time of Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, Jupiter moved into close conjunction the Regulus, the King Star.

Guy 3
So the King Planet, met up with the King Star. The magi would certainly make note of that.

Guy 1
Now, according to the star software, Jupiter and Regulus would have come into conjunction about every 12 years, so it wasn’t a unique event. But what happened next was extremely rare. Jupiter passed by Regulus, then went into retrograde and came back to pass by Regulus again. It then stopped and passed by Regulus a third time. Between September of 3 B.C. and June of 2 B.C., it literally circled about the star, drawing a halo, or a crown over the star.
Guy 2
Sounds like a celestial coronation. But why would the magi associate it with Israel?

Guy 1
Of the twelve tribes of Israel, Judah had been prophesized to be the one from which would come the Messiah. And Judah is associated with the lion. And, by referencing our star software, we discover that the triple conjunction between Jupiter and Regulus has been taking place within the constellation Leo. The Lion.
Guy 3
Okay, this is getting creepier.

Guy 1
Now, to really stun you, I’m going to the book of Revelation. In chapter 12, John writes about “a great and wondrous sign that appeared in the heavens. A woman, clothed with the sun, with the moon at her feet, and twelve stars on her head. She is pregnant, and about to give birth. If we go back to the sky when Jupiter begins its triple conjunction with Regulus, in the constellation Leo, the constellation that rises in the east behind Leo is Virgo, the virgin. Coming up in the east, she is clothed in the sun. And at her feet, the new moon.
Guy 3
Wow, this is amazing. Hey, [to Guy 2] what do you think about this.

Guy 2
[somewhat sedate, puzzling over this] I’m listening, I’m just listening. Keep going.

Guy 1
By June 2 B.C. Jupiter had finished its triple conjunction with Regulus and continued its travels across the sky. But what happened next was something no one alive had ever seen before. Jupiter moves into alignment with Venus, the mother planet. This conjunction was so close and so bright that they form a figure 8, becoming the brightest star even ever seen. This happened in the western sky, so the magi from the east would be facing toward Judea to see it. It was this stunning revelation in the night sky that likely motivated the magi to travel to Jerusalem, seeking the newborn king of the Jews.
Guy 3
Where they arrive and cause all sorts of  upset in Herod’s court, who weren’t familiar with the activities of the stars and hadn’t seen the significance of what had happened.

Guy 1
Right. So Herod eventually sends them to Bethlehem.

Guy 2
And let me guess, the stars again, align.

Guy 1
You knew they would. By December 2 B.C. Jupiter is again in retrograde in the western sky, hanging over Bethlehem. And there they find Jesus.
Guy 3
You gotta admit, this is pretty amazing. And he’s right, it’s science that’s proving what happened.

Guy 2
Yeah, I have to admit, I’m speechless. I’m going to have to give this some serious thought.

Guy 1
That’s why one of my other favorite verses is Psalm 19:1. “The heavens declare the glory of God, the sky reveals His handiwork.” God set the stars in motion at the beginning of the universe, knowing well ahead of time the need for His Son, the savior, to come into the world. And at the “appointed time,” the stars reveled what God had planned. That He had sent His Son, to redeem and save the world.

[Lights go down]
.................................................................................... 
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